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Rohit's Ranji Returns Sparks Debate; Mumbai Drop In-Form

NEW DELHI : Following
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India's (BCCI)
strict diktat following the
team's humiliating Test series
defeats to New Zealand and
Australia, the top stars of
Indian cricket turned up to
play the first round of the
Ranji Trophy in the second
leg of the 2024-25 season,
with Rohit Sharma being the
most notable name.

Rohit turned up to play
in India's premier first-class
competition for the first time
since 2015 and became the
first Indian Test captain to
play in the tournament since
Anil Kumble in 2007. Rohit
was part of the star-studded
Mumbai team led by Ajinkya
Rahane, which also included
Yashasvi

Jaiswal, Shreyas

Iyer, Shivam Dube, and
Shardul Thakur.

With both Rohit and
Jaiswal  returning and
opening the batting for

the defending champions,
Mumbai dropped 17-year-
old star Ayush Mhatre for
their clash against Jammu
& Kashmir at the MCA
Sharad Pawar Academy at
the Bandra Kurla Complex
(BKC).

Mhatre has been the star
of the season for Mumbai, as
he is their second-highest run-
getter in the Ranji Trophy this
season. The youngster has
made two centuries in red-
ball cricket, including one in
Mumbai's last match against
Services at Delhi's Palam
Stadium. He also scored a ton
against Maharashtra earlier

in the season. So far, he has
408 runs in five matches at
an average of 45.33. Only
Shreyas lyer has more runs
for the 42-time champions
this season.

The decision to drop
Mhatre by Mumbai to
accommodate Rohit and

Jaiswal's return as openers
has sparked debate on social
media.

Mhatre also continued
his form 1in the recently
concluded Vijay Hazare
Trophy (50-over format), in
which he scored 458 runs in

seven matches at an daverage

of 65.43 with two centuries
and finished as Mumbai's
leading run-getter.

With a knock of 18I
against Nagaland in
Ahmedabad, Mhatre (aged
168 days) broke
Jaiswal's (aged 17 years, 291

17 years,

days) world record for being

the youngest player in the
world to score a 150+ score
in a List A match.

However, it will only be
fair to point out the unique
situation  Indian  cricket
powerhouse Mumbai finds
themselves in with some of
India's best cricketers in their
ranks. In a situation where
all top players are available,
they will be forced into
making tough calls like this.

It i1s worth noting that
Prithvi Shaw and Angrish
Raghuvanshi did not even
make the 17-man squad.
Both Sarfaraz and Musheer
Khan are absent due to
injuries, while Suryakumar
Yadav is absent because of
international duty.

The Clash against J&K 1is

an important one for Mumbai

17-Year-Old Star, Who Recently Broke Jaiswal's World Record

as they are currently third in
the table with their opponent
one point ahead of them.
Only the top two teams in
each group will qualify for
the semi-finals. Mumbai will
play Meghalaya in their final
game of the league stage
from January 30 at BKC.
Rohit and Jaiswal both
departed for single digit
Mumbai were
120 after
winning the toss and choosing
to bat first. Elsewhere,
Rishabh Pant and Shubman
Gill also failed to make a

scores  as
bowled out for

mark. Ravindra Jadeja was
the only player that was part
of India's Test squad for the
Australian tour to impress as
he took a five-wicket haul for
Saurashtra against Delhi and
scored 38 runs.

'Absolutely ludicrous': Australian
Open fans trashed for booing Novak e
Djokovic after shock retirement #§

Atfter losing spot to Rohit
Sharma, Ayush Mhatre sends
heartfelt message to his idol

NEW DELHI
looking as good as ever in the first set

: Novak Djokovic was

of his 2025 Australian Open semi-final
against Alexander Zverev, even looking
well ahead of the German for large parts
of it, and so it was a shock to everyone
when he retired as soon as he lost the
tie-breaker. While he was applauded
as he walked, there was a sizeable
minority of fans at the Rod Laver
Arena that booed him and Djokovic
could be seen stopping, turning and put
his this thumbs up towards them before
leaving the court. It prompted Zverev to
ask the crowd fo not boo a player who
has retired and American legend John
McEnroe later berated the fans as well.
“They can’t possibly be booing
him. Please!" he stated while doing
commentary for the host broadcasters.
“He’s won this 10 times. I mean, come
on. I mean, clearly something was up,"
McEnroe later said on Channel Nine.
“The guy is a battler. I mean, him
and Rafa [Nadal] have dug deeper than
any two players I have seen. So to do
that [boo], because he decided that he
couldn’t go on after what he’s done
here I thought was absolutely ludicrous,

honestly. That was almost as depressing
as seeing the end of the match," he said.

This 1sn't the first time this year
that crowd behaviour has taken centre-
stage at the Australian Open. American
Danielle Collins had run-ins with the
crowd. Collins was heckled by fans in
her second round match against home
favourite Destanee Ailava and she blew
kisses to the crowd after winning the
match. Djokovic later commended her
for giving it back to the crowd. A match
also had to moved to a different court
after fans grew too loud at the only
court at Melbourne Park which was
equipped with a bar - popularly known
as the "party Court". Zverev asked fans
to not boo a player when they leave
the court injured, especially in the
case of Djokovic who was chasing an
unprecedented 25th Grand Slam ftitle
and a record-extending 1 Ith Australian
Open. “Please, guys, don’t boo a player
when he goes out with an injury. I
know everyone paid for fickets and
everyone wants to see a five-set semi-
final but Novak has given absolutely
everything of his life to the sport the
last 20 years," Zverev said as Djokovic
made his way out of the court. "He has
won this tournament with an abdominal
tear. He has won this tournament with a
hamstring tear. If he cannot confinue a
tennis match, he cannot. Be respectful.
Really, show some love for Novak as

well," said Zverev.

'Cummins, Bumrah IN; Smith,
Kohli OUT! ICC Announce Men's
Test Team Of The Year 2024

NEW DELHI : Merely hours after announcing the
ODI Team of the Year, ICC have now announced
the Men's Test Team of the Year, and the star-
studded Featured XI is captained by none other than
the reigning World Test Champion skipper - Pat

Cummins from Australia.

The bowling all-rounder is the only Australian

to feature in the 'XI', as no other player from the

nation made a cut. Interestingly, Australia and South
Africa will be contesting the Final of the World Test
Championship 2025 at Lord's Cricket Ground in
London, England, but no player managed to feature
in the Test Team of the Year 2024 except Pat
Cummins. England, despite of missing out on the

final by a significant margin, manages to dominate

the 'XI', as the nation features 4 players, followed
by India (3) and New Zealand (2). Australia and Sri
Lanka have one representative each, as 5 nations
combined to produced the star-studded 'XI' for
Men's Test Team of the Year 2024. No Virat Kohli,
Steve Smith! Well, let the reality sink in, and cricket
fans must accept that there is an end to everything
good. Virat Kohli and Steve Smith will go down in

the history as one of the finest cricketers to have

ever graced the 22 yards.

However, both of them

struggled for form past 18 months, but is the latter

who rediscovered his purple patch in the recently-

concluded Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024 series,
and stands 1 run shy off 10,000 Test runs.

M .
Mumbai's 17- year-c:ld star,

Mumbai :
Ayush Mhatre, wrote a heartfelt note
to his idol, Rohit Sharma, after being
dropped from the Ranji Trophy clash
against Jammu and Kashmir. Mhatre had
to make way for the India Test captain,
who played his first Ranji match since
2015. Rohit opened alongside Yashasvi
Jaiswal in Mumbai's Elite Group A clash.

Mhatre, who has scored 441 runs
in five matches at an average of 40.09,
expressed delight at the opportunity of
sharing the dressing room with Rohit
Sharma. Taking to social media, the
youngster wrote: "Started playing cricket
by watching him bat on television to
sharing a dressing room with my idol
was such an unreal moment. Lots of
learning to take forward."

Mhatre made his first-class debut for
Mumbai in October last year and made a
name for himself with two hundreds and
a fifty, which included a daddy hundred.
Mhatre was in sensational touch in the
Vijay Hazare Trophy, scoring 458 runs
at an average of 65.42 and a strike rate of
135.50. Mhatre hit 181 against Nagaland

on December 31 and followed it up with
148 against Saurashtra on January 5.
However, the teenager had to make way
for the India captain when Ranji Trophy
resumed after the break for white-ball
domestic cricket.

Rohit failed with the bat in the Ranji
Trophy as he managed to score only 3
and 28 against Jammu and Kashmir,
prompting the fans to question Mhatre's
exclusion on social media. Despite
the setback, Mhatre's focus remains
on honing his skills. The teenager
has scripted history by becoming the
youngest player to score 150+ ina List A
match, surpassing Jaiswal's record.
star-studded
featuring the likes of Ajinkya Rahane,
Shreyas Iyer, Shivam Dube, and Shardul
Thakur, reflects the depth of talent in

Indian domestic cricket but also creates

Mumbai's lineup,

challenges in balancing opportunities for
emerging players like Mhatre.

With Prithvi Shaw and Angkrish
Raghuvanshi also left out of the squad
and stalwarts like Suryakumar Yadav
unavailable due to international duties,
competition for spots remains fierce.

Meanwhile, Shardul Thakur rescued
the star-studded Mumbai team with
his second first-class hundred against
Jammu and Kashmir in the Ranji
Trophy. Mumbai were 274/7 at stumps
on day 2, taking a 188-run lead. Shardul
was batting on 113 (119 balls, 13 fours)
and Kotian was unbeaten on 58.
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