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Why Uzbekistan's Nodirbek Yakubboev refused to shake
hands with R Vaishali at Tata Steel Chess tournament

NEW DELHI : Indian
grandmaster Rameshbabu
Vaishali recently defeated
Uzbekistan's Nodirbek
Yakubboev in the Chal-
lengers section of the 2025
Tata Steel Chess touma-
ment in Wik aan Zee,
Netherlands. The two
clashed in round four of the
competition and Vaishali
got the better of Nodirbek
with black pieces.

that game
was marred by controversy
after Nodirbek declined
Vaishali's offer for a hand-

shake. In a video that has

However,

gone viral on social media,
Vaishali can be seen offer-
ing a handshake to Nodir-
bek before the contest, but
Nodirbek refused to do so,
just subtly waving his
hand.

The 23-year-old Uz-
bekistani grandmaster later

took to "X" to explain why
he refused to shake hands
with Vaishali. He said that
he does not touch women
due to religious beliefs.

I do not touch other
women due to religious
reasons’: Yakubboev

Dear chess friends, I

Emma Raducanu saw

Emma Raducanu loses first match since
coaching split - and the brutal stats explain why

NEW DELHI :

want to explain the situa-
tion that happened in the
game with Vaishali. With
all due respect to women
and Indian chess players, I
want to inform everyone
that I do not touch other
women for religious rea-
sons," he wrote while tag-
oing ChessBase India and
Uzbekistan Chess.

He added
that he had utmost respect

however,

3

for Vaishali and R Pragg-
brother
who 1s also a grandmaster.

nanandhaa, her

"I respect Vaishali and her
brother as the strongest

chess players in India. If
have offended her with my
behavior, [ apologize. I
have some additional ex-
planations: 1. Chess is not
haram."

"2. What I did before
(referring to the game with
Divya in 2023 and cases
like that) 1
wrong for me."

"3. [ do what I need to
do. I do not insist others
not to shake hands with the

opposite gender or for

consider it

women to wear hijab or
burqa. It 1s their business
what to do," he added.

leads slip away in a painful three-set
defeat at the Singapore Open in her first
match since parting ways with coach Nick
Cavaday.

The 2021 US Open winner fell 7-5, 5-7,
5-7 to world No 101 Cristina Bucsa in the
of the WTA 250
tournament in a contest lasting over three

opening round
hours.
Raducanu recovered to win the first set
after being a break down at 4-5, before her
27-year-old Spanish opponent levelled
the match by edging an equally tight
second set.

In the decider, Raducanu was up a break
at 2-0 and 3-1, but she failed to consolidate
her advantage as she was immediately
broken back both times.

The 22-year-old Brit found herself with a
5-4 lead after Bucsa had been up a break
at 4-3, but the Spaniard won the final
three games to seal her passage to the

second round.
Raducanu’s performance was plagued by

1ssues and the numbers

serving -
illustrate her struggles.

While she served seven aces, landed 73%
of her first serves and won a solid 64% of
the points when she did, it was her second

serve that was a liability.

Tilak Varma deserves praise for the coming-of-age, matching-winning knock

NEW DELHI :
black

Thick,
shoulder-length

hair, a stud on the left
ear; a tall and wiry
frame. When Tilak Var-
ma stood with his arms
aloft after taking a huge
leap of joy, it was as if a
warrior character from
one of SS Rajamouli’s
blockbusters had come
alive.

The bat and the hel-
met almost positioned
like a sword and a shield
only added to the theatre
as he stood facing In-
dia’s dressing room at
the MA Chidambaram
Stadium on Saturday.
His teammates would
stand and applaud, let-

ting the

soak 1n the moment be-
fore skipper Suryaku-
mar Yadav walked in
and bowed to Varma.
The day’s match-win-
ners returned the ges-

ture.

The wunbeaten 72
from Varma wasn’t
even his career-best.

During the recent tour of
South Africa he had al-
ready scored two scintil-
lating centuries to show
the world that he 1s part
of India’s T20 future.
But more than those two

hundreds, there

something more to this
knock against England.
Not since this team un-

22-year-old

was

der Suryakumar and

Gautam Gambhir has
come together have they
played on a more chal-
lenging deck than this.
Not even in Sr1 Lanka
did they come across a

two-paced pitch like

they encountered at
Chepauk.
India’s batting 1In

T20s has been breath-
taking off-late, full of
intent with all batsmen
looking to attack from
the first ball. They have
manufactured shots out
of deliveries that they
previously had shown
restraint to. This 1s a
team that 1s liberated

now. But there was this

one underlying question

as to how they would re-
spond should the condi-
tions not let them free
their arms as often as
they like to. Such sur-
faces keep coming up
every now and then, es-
pecially at the ICC
events.

Boundary-less phas-
es

And

on Saturday

when such a pitch was
rolled out, none showed
that they can go back to
the old style,
Varma. He hasn’t been

except

part of the old set-up
that knows how to take
such games deeper by
showing controlled ag-
gression. In such games,
it 1s often two or three
big overs that tend to do
the job instead of sus-

tained aggression. Var-
ma 1sn’t used to those

with a good strike rate
and also at 6 or 7 (an

Yadav, Dhruv Jurel and

Hardik Pandya were

situations, yet when he
came face-to-face with
it, the left-hander didn’t
blink. An unbeaten 72
55
though at a sedate strike
rate of 130.90, saved the
day for India. Nine balls

from deliveries,

without a boundary,

then another bounda-
ry-less set of 14 balls
14 1n

the death overs, Varma

and then another

didn’t go hammer and
tongs during a mature
Innings.

“l know I can play
both types of innings,”
Tilak said in the press

conference. “I can hit

over), I can bat at a high-
That 1s
what | have discussed

er strike rate.

with Gautam sir in the
last match. He said that
you can play with a
good strike rate over 10
also and below 10 also.
When the team requires,
you should be flexible
and I got the chance to
prove it in this game,”
he added. With India
losing wickets in the
middle-overs, Varma by
now was prepared to
take the game deep. The
explosive openers Sanju
Abhishek Var-
ma, captain Suryakumar

Samson,

back in the dugout by
the 10th over, and over
half the target still to
When Gambhir
came out for the drinks

get.

break, he would spell
out his plans. “I said that
I will be playing till the
end. And that 1s what
Gautam sir also said
during the drinks break.
He said that 1t 1s a time
that you can show the
people that you can play
both the innings. So, I
sald that whatever hap-
pens I will be staying till
the end and I want to
finish the game,” Varma
said.

Kansas City Chiefs takes on Improving mental toughness, monsoon base in

Phlladelphla Eagles Super Bowl 2025

NEW DELHI : Kansas
City Chiefs will take on the
Philadelphia Eagles in Su-
per Bowl 2025 in New
Orleans on February 9. It
will be a rematch of the
2023 Super Bowl, which
was held in Arizona. Kan-
sas City aims to become the

first team to win three Su-

per Bowls in a row. Patrick
Mahomes rallied the Chiefs
to a 38-35 victory over the
Eagles two years ago in Ar-
izona and a 25-22 overtime
win over San Francisco in
Las Vegas last season.lt
will be the 10th Super Bowl

rematch and fifth within a
five-year span. The win-
ners of the four rematches
within five years were the
teams that won the first
meeting, including the
Chiefs over the 49ers last
season.There will be a lot
of familiar faces for both
teams in the rematch: Ma-
and Philadelphia
quarterback Jalen Hurts are
But
there’s some new blood,

homes
again under center.

too, including Eagles run-
ning back Saquon Barkley,
who ran for three TDs in
the NFC title game.

Pondicherry & nurturing India ambitions

NEW DELHI :

any practice session until you

“Do not stop

have achieved what you set out

to gain from that particular

day,” Vidarbha’s in-form Yash
Rathod tells a trio of enthusias-
tic teens who approached the
southpaw for batting mputs.
The 24-year-old also offered to
call up his veteran teammate
Karun Nair from the dugout to
get them more insights on the
‘process’. “If you ask Karun
bhai about something specific,
maybe I’ll also learn some-

thing new from the chat,”

Rathod tells the local Jaipur

kids.

Rathod’s hunger extends to
team Vidarbha, the Ranji1 team

which 1s geo-located at India’s

zero mile stone, but only re-
cently been at the centre of
cricketing excellence, previ-

ously overshadowed by Mum-

bai and Maharashtra in domes-
tic cricket.

“The Indian system 1s so
competitive that only fractions
separate the top teams from the
At the rnight time,
have to be good,”

rest. you

coach Us-

man Ghani says after Vidarb-
ha’s spotless day on the field.
[t 1s those decisive nuggets and
fractions that Ghani and his
bunch have polished and per-
fected over the last decade.
The results have begun to show
across the board where Vidar-
bha have progressively trans-
formed from workaday partici-
pants to title contenders

On Sunday,
Ranj1 Trophy runner-ups be-

last year’s
came the first team to confirm
their berth in the quarterfinals
of the ongoing edition after
producing a fourth-day out-

come that looked improbable.
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