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' Wanted To Go..."

NEW DELHI : MS Dhoni came out to bat at
No. 5 for India in the 2011 ODI World Cup
final, which was played against Sri Lanka at
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on April 2,
2011, and remained unbeaten on 91 runs from  go,
79 balls. Dhoni, who was leading India in that
tournament, added 109 runs for the fourth
wicket with Gautam Gambhir (97 runs from
122 balls) and 54 for the fifth wicket with
not out from 24 balls) to
help India successfully chase down the target
of 275 runs in 48.2 overs and win the ODI
World Cup final by six wickets. Dhoni’s

Yuvraj Singh (21

promotion in the batting order ahead of in-
form Yuvraj came as a surprise for many fans
at that time, and now finally Dhoni has
explained the reason behind taking that

decision. In a video going viral on the internet  handed batters),”

: MS Dhoni Reveals
Why He Came Out To Bat Ahead Of Yuvraj
Singh In 2011 ODI World Cup Final

from a recent event, Dhoni opened up about
the decision to come ahead of Yuvraj in the
final and said that he wanted to go because of
the presence of three off-spinners in Sri
Lanka’s playing XI, two of whom were his
former teammates at Chennai Super Kings.
“Gautam (Gambhir) and Virat (Kohli) had a
very good partnership, and Yuvraj was in
form. Yuvi was having a very good World
Cup. So, the tricky decision was whether
Yuvi should go in or, you know, I wanted
to... there was something in me; [ wanted to
” Dhoni said. “The reason was simple; it
was very experience-driven. If you look at the
(Sri Lankan) bowling at that time, the bowlers
who were going to bowl in the middle overs.
Murli sir (Muralitharan) was there, Sura
Randiv was there, and (Tillakaratne) Dilshan
was there in the part-timers, all three of them
off-spinners. And two of the three off-
spinners had played for CSK. So, Murli sir
was with CSK, Suraj Randiv was with CSK,
which meant that I had batted them a lot in
nets. And it 1s said that it becomes a little
easier to play off spinners for righties (right-
he continued.

31 moves.

Bg2: 13. d4),

exchange in the

chess world champion in
December, losing to compatriot
Arjun Erigaisi in the Tata Steel
Chess tournament on Sunday.
Gukesh, who had defeated Chinese
Grandmaster Ding Liren to be
crowned the 18th and youngest
chess world champion in Singapore
in December, ended up
losing to Arjun despite
playing with white
pieces, resigning in

This was after he
began with a King's
Pawn Opening that
developed into a
Petrov's Defense:
Classical Variation,
and played a couple
of good moves (9.

initiating a bishop

NEW DELHI : The Tata Steel
Chess 2025 Masters title was
decided in playoffs with Indian
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa
defeating world champion and
fellow compatriot D Gukesh to
clinch the trophy on Sunday at
Wijk aan Zee in the Netherlands.
Both Indian chess stars entered
the final round as joint leaders
but failed to win their respective

Harikrishna and came third.

matches resulting in a bhtz

playoffs. Gukesh vs Praggnanandhaa
In the blitz playoffs, Gukeh tiebreakers

won the first game but lost the In  the first  game,

next two as Praggnanandhaa Praggnanandhaa faced the

won the Tata Steel Chess title Benoni with reversed colours in

also known as the 'Wimbledon' the first game of the tiebreak

of chess. Earlier, Gukesh had and it seemed like he had
lost to India's Arjun Erigaisi in equalised easily in the middle
31 moves, the 18-year-old world game. However, Gukesh had

champion's first defeat since other thoughts as he kept trying

winning the World Chess and won, thanks to a blunder by

Championship 2024. Praggnanandhaa that cost him a
Praggnanandhaa went down full rook.

to German Grandmaster Vincent In a must-win second game

Keymer in Round 13 after a of the tiebreaker,

hard-fought battle that lasted Praggnanandhaa employed the
nearly seven hours.

Uzbek Grandmaster
Nodirbek Abdusattorov finished
third at the Tata Steel Chess
2025. He could have joined the
playoffs with a win in Round 13

Trompowsky opening, and this
Gukesh could
slight advantage with his black

time claim a
pieces.

However, by just keeping
his
Praggnanandhaa

position together,

but eventually settled for a draw patiently

against India's Pentala Waited and capitalised on an

his
opponent to first knock down a

unforced error from
pawn and then his technical
abilities were enough to see the
normal blitz games through with
a 1-1 score.

This took the match into
sudden-death,

Praggnanandhaa drew white and

where

once again Gukesh was better
with some imaginative play on
the queen side that netted him a
pawn.

The sudden-death had a time
confrol of two minutes and
thirty seconds for white against
three for black but that did not
deter Praggnanandhaa from
trying to defend an inferior
endgame.

Just the

looked completely drawn and

while position
another game was on the cards,
Gukesh lost complete control in
the battle of nerves and first lost

- a pawn then his last remaining

knight.

Praggnanandhaa  showed

4 perfect technique to take the full
| point and his maiden victory at

the Masters.

For Gukesh, this was the
second year running when he
tied for first position and lost the
the
edition last year, Gukesh had
lost to Chinese We1 Y.

Indian GMs struggle in

tiebreaker. In previous

Challengers section
After Gukesh
Praggnanandhaa, the next best

and

performance by an Indian in the
was from

finished
seventh with 6.5 points. Arjun

Masters section

Hariskrishna as he

came 10th (5.5 points) after
winning his last two matches
while Luke Leon Mendonca
finished 13th (5 points).

The Challengers section was
won by Czech Republic's Thai
Dai  Van
accumulated 9.5/13 points and
will be part of the Masters
tournament

Nguyen  who

next year.
Azerbaijani Grandmaster Aydin
Suleymanli finished on same
number of points but missed
qualification by the Sonneborn-
Berger tiebreak.

India's R Vaishali finished

14th move. Things, however, started going

downhill for the 18-year-old GM after

he negated the promising start with
a couple of questionable moves

(18. Rd1; 20. Bf4).

Gukesh's King and Queen
were eventually comered by
Arjun's rooks along the 'H' file (1
and 2) in the 3 1st move, and at that
point, it was game over for him.
Gukesh had recently
surpassed Arjun as the
highest-ranked
Indian player, but
on Sunday, it was
the latter who
gave his good

friend a reminder
of the skill and
mindset that
made him one of
the best players

Gukesh missed

D Gukesh loses to Arjun Erigaisi in final
round, suffers first defeat as world champion

NEW DELHI : D Gukesh suffered his first
defeat since being crowned the youngest

out on the opportunity to seal the Tata Steel
Chess title with a victory, but wasn't the only
Indian finishing on the losing side on Sunday.

R Praggnanandhaa, who was tied on 8.50
points with Gukesh ahead of the final round
with the two Indians sharing the top spot in
the Masters standings, lost to German
grandmaster Vincent Keymer while playing
with black pieces. Praggnanandhaa, who is
only a year older than Gukesh, surrendered
after waging a fierce battle that lasted till the
80th move.

While Arjun finished 10th with back-to-
back wins after failing to win a single game
in the first 11 rounds, Gukesh and
Praggnanandhaa remained tied on 8.50 points
after losing their final games. Nodirbek
Abdusattorov could have joined the two and
made it a three-way blitz tie-break for the title
had he won his final game.

The Uzbekistani GM, however, was held
to a draw by India's Pentala Harikrishna,

globally in the meaning either Gukesh or Praggnanandhaa
current would become only the second Indian to win
generation. the prestigious tournament after the legendary

Viswanathan Anand.

Praggnanandhaa stuns Gukesh in playoffs
after late drama to win Tata Steel Chess 2025

ninth with six points while
Divya Deshmukh took the 13th
spot (3.5 points).

Tata Steel
Round 13 Masters Standings:
Ist Gukesh, D 8.5pts, 2nd
Praggnanandhaa, R 8.5pts, 3rd
Abdusattorov, Nodirbek 8pts,
4th Fedoseev, Vladimir 7.5pts,
5th Giri, Anish 7pts, 6th Wel,
Yi Tpts, 7th Harikrishna,
Pentala 6.5pts, 8th Caruana,
9th Keymer,
Vincent 6pts, 10th Erigaisi,
Arjun 5.5pts, 11th Van Foreest,
Jorden 5.5pts, 12th Sarana,
Alexey 5.5pts, 13th Mendonca,
Luke  Spts, 14th
Warmerdam, Max 4.5pts.

Tata Steel Challengers Final
Round 13
Standings:

Masters Final

Fabiano 6pts,

Leon

Challengers
Ist Nguyen, Thai
Dai Van 9.5pts, 2nd Suleymanli,
Aydin 9.5pts, 3rd L'Ami, Erwin
8.5pts, 4th Yakubboev,
Nodirbek  8pts, 5th  Bok,
Benjamin 8pts, 6th Gurel, Ediz
7.5pts, 7th Svane, Frederik
7.5pts, 8th Nogerbek, Kazybek
7.5pts, 9th Vaishali,
Rameshbabu 6pts, 10th Lu,
Miaoyi 5.5pts, 1lth Pijpers,
Arthur  5.5pts;, 12th  Oro,
Faustino 3.5pts, 13th Divya,
Deshmukh 3.5pts, 14th
Bulmaga, Irina 1pt.

5 of Abhishek Sharma’s
sixes to marvel at

Abhishek Sharma slammed 13 sixes in his belliger-
ent assault on England to completely bedazzle the
visitors and bat them out of the contest as 99 of his
135 came off boundaries. But here are fine of the
finest maximums.

Over 2.6: Archer to Abhishek
One ball earlier he had managed a maximum over
point for six. Jofra Archer responded with a 148
kmph and Abhishek made room for himself to be in
a position from where he could get the ball at full
length. It was a decent ball but the space gave him
additional power to generate. He hammered one in-
side-out to the world’s fastest seamer and got leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar calling it one of the best
shots of the series. The lofted cover drive six left
people mesmerised. The timing and power generat-
ed had sheer elegance and class in it. The second six
ended up even better.

Over 4.1: Overton to Abhishek
He went back inside his crease, like his opening
team mate Sanju Samson does. Jamie Overton
bowled an off-cutter but Abhishek was in a position
where he just needed to find the middle of his blade
and loft it straight back to long-off for his fourth six.
He had all the time to be behind the ball. His head
position remained still and his back leg was near the
off-middle stump. His timing remained the highlight
of his batting so far with the high backlift adding
More power.

Over: 6.4: Rashid to Abhishek
He came down the ground, his backfoot still in the air
and Abhishek charged into a lofted six over the bowlers’
head to get his sixth six in the game. The ball was dis-
patched a few meters away from the commentary box,
and looked like this one stroke was for the commenta-
tors. They too were short of words as Abhishek contin-
ued his assault. The elegant opener was in sublime touch
and there was hardly any time when he didn’t get the
sweet spot off his bat.
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