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" TMC chief, approces Rs 5 025 cr

budget; Anand Dlghe memorial to
come up at mayor S bungalow

BThane: Thane
Municipal Commissioner
and Admmistrator Abhijit
Bangar has approved a
significant budget of Rs
5,025 crore for the city,
which includes Rs 5 crore
for the construction of
a memorial to late Shiv
Sena leader Anand Dighe.
Notably, taxes have stayed
constant, with no new
charges levied. Late Anand
Dighe, a significant figure
in Maharashtra's political
landscape who died n 2001,
1s remembered as Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde's
political mentor. Shinde
represents the Kopri-
Panchpakhadi assembly
seat in Thane, reported PTI.
According to the report, the

proposed Dighe memorial
will be located on the

current site of the mayor's
residence, necessitating its
removal. Thane, like several
other civic authorities in the
state, has been operating
without an elected body
for the past two years due
to upcoming municipal
elections, the report added.
According tothe PTI report,
the budget for the 2024
fiscal year estimates an
inflow of Rs 5,025.01 crore,
with allocations totalling Rs

5,024.67 crore across
several spending
categories. Notable
amounts include
Rs 1,679 crore for
capital spending,
Rs 1,515.70 crore
for pay and benefits,
and Rs 831.88 crore for
operational costs. While
property tax collection
matched expectations in
the previous fiscal year,
water tax collection fell
short, totalling only Rs 102
crore against a target of Rs
225 crore, the report added.
Reportedly, the budgetary
allocations mirrored Chief
Minister Shinde's directives,
which prioritised amenities
for women, senior residents,
and children.

EMumbai: A
special court 1n Mumbai
on Thursday reportedly
convicted and sentenced
gangster Ejaz Lakdawalato
rigorous imprisonment for
life 1n connection with the
murder of a businessman
about 28 years ago,
reported the PTI. Jailed
gangster Rajendra Nikalje
alias Chhota Rajan, a co-
accused 1n the case, was
acquitted by the court for
want of evidence, as per
the PTL.

Special Judge AM
Patil held EjazLakdawala,
a former associate of
fugitive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim, gulty under the
Indian Penal Code for
murder as well as the Arms
Act, according to the PTI.

On October 7, 1996,
as per the first mformation
report (FIR), two
unknown persons fired at
businessman Sayyad Farid
Makbul Hussain inside his
shop on Mohammad Ali
Road and fled the spot.
Hussain was rushed to a
nearby hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries.

Mumbai police, which
initially investigated the
murder, filed a chargesheet
against Ejaz Lakdawala,
while Chhota Rajan was

shown as a wanted accused
in the case.

The case was later
probed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).

In his statement to the
police before his death,
Hussain had said that the
shooter had taken the name
'Nana' (Chhota Rajan), the
news agency reported.

The court relied
on the testimonies of
three eyewitnesses and
informant Sayyed Sohel
Magbul Hussain, brother
of the deceased, as per a
PTI report.

Special Public
Prosecutor Pradeep
Gharat had argued that
the statements of witnesses
and the complainant were
enough to connect the
accused with the crime.

Meanwhile, 1n an
another incident, a man
convicted along with
gangster-turned-politician
Arun Gawli in the 2007
Shiv Sena corporator
Kamlakar Jamsandekar
murder case was held
from Navi Mumbai by the
Mumbai Crime Branch
after he jumped parole n
January, a police official
said on Thursday, reported
the PTL.
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