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1993 Bombay bomblngs HC rellef to 2 former Exase Shreyas lyer gets ‘outstanding' mention in India dressing
ofﬁaals accused of allowing landing of explosives

B Mumbai : The
Bombay High Court
has granted relief to two
retired Central Excise
officials, nearly 20 years
after disciplinary action
orders against them
for allegedly allowing
landing of explosives
used in the 1993 serial
bomb blasts in the city.
There was no evidence to
prove the charges against
them in the departmental
proceedings, a division
bench of Chief Justice

Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya and Justice
Arif Doctor said while
quashing the disciplinary
action orders. The
duo, S M Padwal and
Yashwant Lotale, retired
superintendents of the
Central Excise department,
shall be entitled to all
consequential benefits
such as arrears of salary
and pension, which
shall be made available
to them within two
months, the HC said in

its judgment on March 4.
Twelve bombs went off
at different locations in
Mumba1i on March 12,
1993, killing 257 persons
and injuring more than
700 others. A special
court later convicted 100
persons in the case and
acquitted 23 others. The
HC noted that Padwal
and Lotale did not face
any criminal trial in the
case. Based on the alleged
evidence available, the
charges against them do
not stand proved, it said.
"Our i1ndefeasible
conclusion i1s that it is
a case where there
was no evidence at all
and accordingly, the
conclusion arrived at
by the disciplinary
authority while passing
the punishment orders i1s

erroneous,” the HC said.
The high court said the
only evidence available
against them 1s the alleged
confessional statements
made by the accused
persons to the police
during investigation.
"In our opinion, this
(confessional statements)
could not be made basis of
inflicting the punishment
upon the employees in
this case," the bench said.
Padwal and Lotale were
charged for accepting
illegal gratification to
permit landing of the
consignments containing
explosives, arms and
ammunition that were
used in the bomb blasts.
They were charged
with failure to maintain
absolute integrity and
devotion of duty and

for having acted in a
manner unbecoming of
a government servant.
While Padwal was
ordered to be dismissed
from service, Lotale was
handed over compulsory
retirement and was held
to be entitled to only
65 per cent of the full
compensation of pension
and gratuity. Both the
officers challenged the
orders before the Central
Administrative Tribunal.
While Padwal's dismissal
order was quashed by
the tribunal, Lotale's
disciplinary order was
upheld. Lotale then
moved the high court in
appeal, while the Union
government filed a
petition in the HC against
the tribunal order granting
relief to Padwal.

room; Jay Shah rewards Gill, Rohit after England win

B Mumbai :

The fielding medals
are back! Having made
its debut during the 2023
World Cup, where the
special award was given
in the Indian dressing
room after every match,
the team's fielding coach,
T Dilip, waited until
the end of the arduous
England Test series to
announce the winner
of the medal. However,
there was a slight twist
1in the announcement,
with as many as three
medals being given away
by BCCI secretary Jay
Shah, who was present
in the dressing room
for the new post-game
tradition in Dharamsala.
Dilip revealed that a
new "flavour" has been
added to India's tradition
with two separate

medals to be given out,
explaining that "in Test
cricket, brilliance of a
catch and also relentless
effort on the field, both
play a crucial role."”
Dilip started off the ritual
by revealing some of the
"collective efforts that
lit up the series." which
1s when Shreyas Iyer
camed a special mention
for his stunning run out
of England captain Ben
Stokes on Day 4 of the
second Test in Vizag. The

run-out dismissal was
a pivotal point in India
bouncing back from the
defeat in the series opener
in Hyderabad to level the
contestat 1-1. "Shreyas 1s
not here but initial games
he was brilliant on the
field with his catches
and outstanding that run
out. He made a lot of
difference." Dilip said
before taking the names of
Kuldeep Yadav, Sarfaraz
Khan, Rohit Sharma and
Shubman Gill as well,
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