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BMC k| guarntee. Potholes this year too

# Mumbai

Despite several
assurances, 1t 18 clear now
that the concreting of roads
in south Mumba1 cannot
start before the monsoon.
The BMC mvited tenders
for the third time as 1t
didn’t get a response to
the second tender mvited
in February. The contractor
who was selected last year,
could not begin work on
time. The BMC mnvited a
tender in December 2022
worth Rs 6.080 crore
excluding 18 per cent GST
to concrete 397 km of
city roads. Of this, road

works of approxim ately Rs

1,230 crore were 1n south
Mumbai and the BMC
awarded a contract for 1t in
February 2023. However,
the work was not started
despite several reminders
from the BMC. The BMC
cancelled the work order
and 1nvited the tenders
once again on February
1 for the same work at
the estimated cost of Rs
1,365 crore. “But as the
corporation hasn’t recerved
a response, 1t has invited
the tender for the third time.
The date for submitting
tender documents 1s April

5, 2024,” said an official
from the BMC.

Even if the BMC
receives a response this
time, the process for
1ssuing work orders will
take another month and
a half. The road works
cannot start after May end
due to the monsoon. Work
will then start only after
the monsoon. Municipal
Commissioner I S Chahal
had assured the high court
in September 2022 that the
BMC would concrete all
roads within two-and-a-
half years. The concreting
of roads in the western and
eastern suburbs 1s on but
at a very slow pace with
only 20 per cent of them
completed in one year.
But despite the slow speed,
the BMC floated another
tender for the remaining
400 km, at Rs 6,250 crore.

Tareek pe tareek!
The city works were

awarded to the contractor
'Roadway Solutions India
Infra Limited inFeb 2023.

Despite repeated
notices, the contractor
failed to imtiate the work.

On November 9,
2023, the commissioner
approved the cancellation
of the contract.

The contractor
appealed the contract
cancellation 1n the high
court.

In December 2023, the
road department issued
tenders for the pending
work.

The court intervened,
staying the tender process
and mstructing the BMC to
hear the contractor's side.

Following the hearing,
the corporation imposed
a fine of R64 crore on the
contractor.

The high court upheld
the decision of the civic
body, refusing to intervene.
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Royal Challengers Banglre. omen turn |t

to "Ee Sala Cup Namdu!" |

B Mumbai, The Royal Challengers
Banglore, one of the most recognised
franchises in the history of the Indian
Premier League 1s known for its
richness i the brand of cricket they
play. Their team's slogan "Ee Saala
Cup Naamde" which means "This
year the trophy will be ours" 1s the
driving force for the franchise every
year, whether 1t 1s a men's or women's
team. In the WPL 2024, the Royal
Challengers Banglore secured their
maiden title against Delh1 Capitals
at the Arun Jaitley Stadium. The
RCB's women team showcased
extraordinary skills with the ball
in the first essay as the Delhiites
were bowled out for just 113 runs.
Having to chase a target of 114 runs,
the batters did their job right with
the willow. Richa Ghosh's under-
pressure boundary was a highlight
of the match as she struck 1t when
they needed three runs off just four
deliveries. After this win of Royal
Challengers Banglore, people have
started comparing men's teams with

women's. The fact that S iy
has to be accepted 15 Elrs

that the women's team
displayed a stupendous
effort to claim the title in
just their second season.
But that doesn't mean the
RCB's men aren't making efforts.
In IPL 2023, Royal Challengers
Banglore's captain Faf du Plessis was
the second leading run-scorer of the
season as he amassed 730 runs for
the side. Indian stalwart Virat Kohli
was 1n the fourth place with 639
runs. The record for the most sixes
in IPL 2023 was i the name of Du
Plessis. She smashed 36 sixes 1 just
14 matches of the cash-rich league.
Glenn Maxwell was the fourth on the
list with 31 sixes in 14 matches. Kohli
(65) was fifth 1n the top five players
with the most fours in the season. The
record for the most runs 1n a single
season 1s also in the name of Virat
Kohli. In the year 2016, the right-
hander accumulated 973 runs 1n just
16 matches. The record 1s unbroken

to date. The critics need to understand
that, winning and losing are just
part and parcel of the game and the
efforts taken by the players have to
be appreciated the most. Coming to
the WPL 2024, Sophie Molineux
helped the side with a breakthrough.
The left-arm spinner bagged three
important wickets of Delhi Capitals.
Followed by Shreyanka Patil with
four wickets and Sobhana Asha
with three wickets. The spin troika
single-handedly destroyed Delhi
Capitals in their backyard. The hosts
were bowled out for just 113 runs.
RCB's batting lineup did their job
with the willow. Royal Challengers
Banglore's Ellyse Perry finished the
league as the highest run-scorer with
347 runs.
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