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captatncy transfer to Gaikwad

§ Jaipur:

Veteran all-rounder
Ravichandran Ashwin
on Friday said that it
was inevitable that MS
Dhoni was going to hand
over the captaincy reins
to another player this
scason. A day before
the start of IPL 2024,
Chennai Super Kings

(CSK) announced
that Gaikwad would
be skipper. CSK had
attempted the leadership
transition 1n 2022 too,
but it did not work out
with Ravindra Jadeja
handing the captaincy
duties back to Dhoni
after eight games. The
Ruturaj decision was
not surprising, said
Ashwin. “This decision
was 1nevitable and it
was coming at some
stage. I have known
MS Dhoni, he keeps the
team in the forefront,
always thinking about
the team’s well-being.
Because of this, two

years ago, he had given
the captain’s armband to
Jadeja. He has handed
it to Ruturaj now. The
decision had to happen,”
Ashwin said on his
YouTube channel. “I
believe Dhoni must
have told Rutura; last
year, ‘Brother, you are
going to take charge.
You can do 1it. I will
be there, so you don’t
need to worry’,” added
Ashwin. Meanwhile,
Gaikwad revealed that
Dhoni had hinted last
season about giving
him the captaincy,
saying “‘be ready for
something big.”
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1 100 crore for
-'" —7F three works

= to resolve the
{ flooding 1ssue
j _§ of the Andheri
§ subway 1n

] August 2022.

B Mumbai

The Andher1 subway
was closed 21 times due
to heavy rainfall between
July and September 2023
due to accumulation of
water and such flooding 1s
expected this year as well.
Nullah-widening projects
worth R100 crore, which
will provide some
relief, are still in their
primary phase and won’t
be completed before
2026. The BMC floated
tenders estimated at Rs

The BMC
will widen Mogra nullah
from SV Road to Veera
Desal Road and divert the
nullah from the south side
of Bhardawadi Culvert
on JP Road to DN Nagar
Metro station till Crystal
Point Mall. The third
work, diverting the nullah
at Veera Desa1l Road to
the courtyard junction to
the RTO junction till City
Mall has also been taken
up. The work will take
an estimated 18 months,
excluding the monsoon
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period, to be completed A
BMC official said “The
work 1s going on and
you can see 1t while
travelling in Andheri.
The phase of SV Road to
Veera Desal Road may be
completed by 2025 but
the other two phases will
be completed 1n 2026.
But we fear 1t will not
be enough as the nullah
cannot accommodate the
flow of water coming
rapidly from the east side
amid heavy rainfall. It
has to be widened but
it 1s not possible due to
structures on both sides.”
Another officer said the
BMC 1s looking for a
solution while laying an
additional six by 2.5-foot
or 125-sq-ft drain line
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to divert and discharge
the heavy flow of water.
The project report 1s
ready and the work in
two phases will require
Rs 400 crore. “The work
needed approval from
the newly appointed
additional commissioner.
Once he approves it, we
will float tenders after
the elections,” said the
official.

The BMC also tried
to use a high-capacity
water pump last year,
but 1t didn’t yield the
expected results. The
main aim of the pump
1s to displace water into
another big channel or the
sea. The sea1s 3 km from
the subway and the drains
are narrow. The issue of
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may see closures this monsoon season too

construction of the Mogra
pumping station has been
halted for years for one
or the other reason. A
land dispute case 1s being
heard in the Bombay
High Court. The pumping
station was suggested
in the BRIMSTOWAD
project by the Chitale
committee that was set
up after the flood of July
2005. MLA Ameet Satam
has requested the BMC
to ensure the Barfiwala
flyover 1s linked to
Gokhale Bridge as soon as
possible. Veermata Jyjabai
Technological Institute
has made technical
recommendations that the
bridges be connected and
the gap filled. The work
will take around 90 days.
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