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All- out attack with the bat

# Chennai:

These are still early
days into the IPL 2024,
but there 1s new found
intent and purpose in
Chennai Super Kings’
batting might. Blessed
with batting depth all the
way till No 9 — which
can extend even further
— CSK are looking to
break the glass ceiling
where the strike-rate has

taken total precedence
over other batting metrics.
Sample this. On Friday,
in pursuit of Royal
Challengers Bengaluru’s
target of 174, Chennai’s
batting line-up drifted
away from their usual
conventional approach
where one among the top
three bats the distance.
Instead, their line-up came
with the sole intention

of keeping the pressure
on the RCB’s bowlers at
all times. Barring their
skipper Rutura) Gaikwad
who fell early, their other
five batsmen marched on
at a strike-rate of: 246.66,
142.10; 122.22. 121.42,
147.05. Though none of
them scored above 37,
Chennai got home in 18.4
overs.“I’m not sure,” head
coach Stephen Fleming
sald 1if he wants a big
score from one of their
batsmen. “What I do
know, I really like the
intent of the batters. We
have a longer batting line-
up with the extra player
(Impact Player), and I
thought the intent that our
batters showed was great.
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# Mumbai

The Hurun Global Rich
List for 2024, released on
Tuesday, revealed shifts in
the wealth landscape, with
Indian tycoons Mukesh
Ambani and Gautam
Adani making headlines
for their remarkable gans.
"Mumbai was the fastest-
growing billionaire capital
in the world, adding 26 in
the year and taking it to
third in the world and
Asia's billionaire capital.
New Delhi broke into the
Top 10 for the first time."
the report states. Mukesh
Ambani, chairman of
Reliance Industries,
retained his title as Asia's
richest person, while
Gautam Adani, founder
of the Adani Group, saw
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a staggering surge in
wealth, propelling him
to the 15th spot in the
global rankings. India's
economic prowess was
further underscored by
the remarkable surge in
its billionaire population.
The country added
a staggering 94 new
billionaires, the highest
of any nation except the
United States, bringing
the total to 271 ultra-high-
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net-worth individuals.

This surge, the
highest since 2013, 1s a
testament to the soaring
confidence in the Indian
economy, as noted by
Rupert Hoogewerf, the
institute's chairman and
chief researcher. Indian
billionaires' cumulative
wealth reached US$1
trillion, surpassing
China's average wealth
per billionaire (US$3.2
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billion vs US$3.8 billion),
the 2024 Hurun Global
Rich List report states.
The report highlights
that industry-wise the
pharmaceutical sector
leads the pack with 39
billionaires, followed
by the automobile
and auto components
industry (27), and the
chemicals sector (24).
Collectively, the wealth
of Indian billionaires
amounts to a phenomenal
$1 trillion, accounting
for 7 per cent of the
global billionaire wealth,
reflecting the country’s
substantial economic
influence. The rise of
startups, particularly in
the booming Artificial
Intelligence (AI) space,
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1s a significant contributor
as well.

This trend aligns with
the global focus on Al,
which emerged as the
biggest driver of wealth
creation, generating over
half of all new wealth
this year. With a young,
tech-savvy population
and a growing focus on
innovation, India 1s well-
positioned to capitalise
on this Al revolution,
potentially fuelling the
creation of even more
billionaires in the coming
years, the report added.
Leading the Indian
billionaire list 1s Mukesh
Ambani, the chairman of
Reliance Industries, with
a staggering net worth of
$115 billion.
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