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In a first, private school teachers
summoned for election duty
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This year, a workforce of over 50,000
has been summoned for election duties
across government sectors in Mumbai by the
collectors. The collector also enlisted staff
from government schools, government-aided
schools, and government grant-in-aid schools,
where the schools are privately-run but salaries
i | B T are 1ssued by the government.

=B WY . Speaking on the condition of anonymity,
; MR | &3 a teacher from the school said, “We work in
a private school and the election commission
can’t compel us to perform election duty. Two
daysago, wereceived a list of teachers from our
school who were required for election duty. We
had vacation plans, and I had booked a tour to
the US. Suddenly, I was ordered to join election
duty, which forced me to cancel my flights
and bookings. I even approached the election
officers, who threatened an FIR against me.”

Another teacher from MKVYV School
stated, “We don’t want to perform election
duty because we had planned a tour in that
particular month. Election duty 1s mandatory
for government school teachers, not for private
schools. How can they compel us? We have
requested help from the school principal and
the election commission officer but have not
received any assistance. They are pressuring
and threatening us.”

Another school teacher expressed, “We
work 1n a private school. We understand that
election duty 1s a national duty, and we respect
that. However, teachers only get vacation
during the summer months. My son lives 1n
the UK, and my family has booked flights to
visit. Now, we have received this letter from the
election committee to join duty. We are unsure
of what to do now. Last year, we received a
form from the school, related to voting only,
not election duty. We feel helpless now.”

B Mum bai

In a first, teachers from a private school in
Mumbai, which doesn’t receive any grant or
ald from the government, have been ordered to
join poll duty. Generally, teachers and staff from
government schools or those thatreceive grants
for aid from the government are roped in for
election work. The staff has also been wamed
that if they failed to participate in election duty
and training, the police would 1ssue summons
against them and register an FIR.

The upcoming Lok Sabha Elections 2024
has disrupted the summer vacation of teachers
at the Borivli-based MKVV International
Vidyalaya School. The election committee
informed teachers that they were required for
election duty. Two days ago, an election officer
visited the school and handed over a letter to the
teachers about the duty call and that 1t would
be preceded by a training session.

Interestingly, in the communication 1ssued
by the election office to the teachers, the school
has been mentioned as MK Gujarati School
which was closed down many years ago and
MKVYV International Vidyalaya School was
opened two decades ago on the premises. It 1s
possible that the election office staff assumed
that the MK Gujarati School was still being run
on the same premises.

"Vlrat Kohli is under a lot of pressure": Steve Smith

B Mumbai

In the IPL 2024, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru lost three games in the four
matches and Virat Kohli was the only
consistent performer from the batting
unit. Former Australian captain Steve
Smith feels that Kohli is under a lot of
pressure and that other RCB batsmen
should support him.

In the IPL 2024, Virat Kohli has
smashed 203 runs for RCB 1in four
matches with two half-centuries and at
a strike rate of 67.66. Dinesh Karthik 1s
the second batsman to accumulate most
runs which 1s 90 for RCB in four matches.

Glenn Maxwell, skipper Faf du Plessis
and Cameron Green are yet to put on an
impressive show with the willow.

"He needs the other key batters to
stand up with him, and if they do that, they
can turn things around for their season.
But, at the moment, they're not so a lot of
pressure 1s on Virat," Smith, a member
of the Star Sports Incredible Star Cast,
told PTI in an exclusive interaction at the
channel's studio here. "I doubt he'd be
putting extra pressure on himself. (But)
some of the other top-order and middle-
order (batters) need to help Virat," he said.

Smith warned that Kohli 1s not going
to score runs in every match and RCB
batters must get their act together. "He
started the campaign really well in the IPL

and he needs some support. He's not going
to score runs on every occasion,” he said.

"But, I doubt he'd be thinking that
way. I don't think he'd go out and put extra
pressure on himself. He'd just go out and
play and see what happens in that game."
Smith rubbished the criticism which Kohli
has faced time and again in his career over
his batting strike-rate saying that no player
in the world canread situations as well as
the Indian batter. Kohli has been hitting
at over 140 i this year's IPL. "Virat 1s
an incredible player. What he does really
well, and probably better than most people
in the world, 1s (that) he sums up the
conditions and the situation of the game
and plays accordingly,” he said.

"If he needs to strike big, he does. If
he needs to bring it back a little bit and
build some partnerships... You don't need
180 on every ground; 150-160 might be
enough on some grounds," he added.
"Virat sums up the conditions really well
and the situation. I'm not fussed about the
strike rate." Smith continued.

Smith also touched upon another
controversy-mired sub-plot in the IPL
-- Hardik Pandya's captaincy of Mumbai
Indians and the fan backlash he 1s facing.
He understands why Pandya has been
subjected to jeering in all three matches
so far, but also wants fans to stop holding
on to the past. "Yes and no. Obviously,
there was that (booing) going on in the
first two games. It sort of becomes a bit
of a thing, if that makes sense. But, it was
unfortunate, I think. I'd love to see them
supporting Hardik. Obviously, there's a
lot of huge Rohit fans out there." he said.

"A lot of people are a bit annoyed
that he's not the captain of the side.
But, everyone needs to let go of that

and support Hardik. He's a wonderful
player. He had a lot of success at Gujarat
(Titans). He's back (as) captain of the side
at Mumbai now.

"The senior players need to help him
out," Smith said. Being a subject of severe
international scrutiny as Australia captain
back in 2018 following the ball-tampering
incident in Cape Town which led to him
being banned for one year, Smith shared
some msights on what it takes to come out.

"While all this negativity is out there,
he has got to find ways to cope with it and
mechanisms to deal with 1t," Smith said.
"Everyone 1s different (in) the way they
do that. For me, personally, I just block
everything out. I don't listen to anything;
I don't listen to any comments, or boos,
or anything like that.

"It's difficult to say, but you kind of
just have to let it be. Block it out as much
as you can, and just get on with the job at
hand. I think the best way for him to turn
people around 1s if Mumbai start winning,
that's the key thing," Smith said.

Smith, however, rejected suggestions
that the off-field drama has been a factor
in MI's three successive losses. " One thing
about the Mumbai Indians is (that) they're
notoriously bad starters in the tournament.
They've done it on numerous occasions,”
he said. "I don't think they'd be too worried
just yet. But, they will have to turn things
around really quickly. It doesn't look good,
0-3 at the bottom of the table. They have
to turn things around really quickly." he
added.

The Royal Challengers Bengaluru will
face Rajasthan Royals in their next IPL
2024 match. The match 1s scheduled to be
played on April 6 at the Sawai Mansingh
Stadium.
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