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No way Virat Kohli gomg to be left out of T20 World Cup squad
Rishabh Pant leading selectlon race in IPL 2024: Report

B Mumbai

Virat Kohli notched up a record eighth
century in Royal Challengers Bengaluru's
previous outing against 2008 winners
Rajasthan Royals at the Indian Premier
League. The former RCB skipper has been
Bengaluru's lone warrior with the willow
in their first five games of the new season.
Registering his joint career-best score of
113* against Rajasthan, Kohli has two more
centuries than second-placed batters - Chris
Gayle and Jos Buttler (6) in the elite list.

Kohli remained unbeaten on 113 off 72
balls to help RCB post 183-3 in 20 overs. In
the same encounter, 2022 Orange Cap winner
Jos Buttler slammed a 58-ball century to seal
RR's six-wicket win in 19.1 overs. Kohli
completed his century in 67 balls, which 1s the
joint-slowest ton in the history of IPL. Manish
Pandey scored a century in 67 balls to notch
up the slowest ton against Deccan Chargers
back in the IPL 20009.

Kohli's strike rate has come under the
scanner of his critics i the T20 World Cup
year. However, there 1s no denying that the
former India skipper 1s taking risks and playing
aggressive cricket in the world's richest T20
tournament - the IPL. Even legendary West
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Indies cricketer Brian Lara cleared Kohli's
candidature and kept him in his list of the top
3 batters for the T20 World Cup.

No way Virat Kohli going to be left out

According to a report filed by Cricbuzz,
Kohli 1s expected to retain his place in the
Indian T20 squad for the ICC event later
this year. Even though Kohli's strike rate
was questioned in the IPL 2024, the report
suggested that there was no way Kohli would
be left out of the World Cup squad. In the first
five IPL games, Kohli batted at a strike rate of
146.29 as an RCB opener. The 35-year-old 1s
the leading run-getter at the IPL 2024

Rishabh Pant leading selection race for
T20 World Cup

With Rohit Sharma and Yashasvi Jaiswal
as openers, 1t will be interesting to see how

selectors add Shubman Gill to the batting
lineup 1f Kohli seals his No.3 position in
the World Cup squad. The report mentioned
that Delhi Capitals skipper Rishabh Pant 1s
also leading the selection race for the vacant
wicketkeeper position at the T20 World Cup.
Pant has an edge over wicketkeeper-batters
Sanju Samson, Ishan Kishan, Jitesh Sharma
and KL Rahul in the IPL 2024,

When will India announce T20 World
Cup squad?

In his comeback season at the IPL. 2024,
Pant has smashed 153 runs in five games for
the Delhi Capitals. Pant has registered scores
of 18, 28, 51, 55 and 1 for the Delhi Capitals.
"Let a few more matches go. He 1s doing
very well, as you all must have seen, keeping
batting. So he's held up well and his form has
been fantastic, especially the way he has batted
in the last two games. So let another week
go and I'll be able to answer that question,
provided the selectors want to pick him. So
that's most important. Yeah, yeah, he's fully
fit." former Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) president Ganguly had said.
Ajit Agarkar-led BCCI selection committee 1s
tipped to pick India's squad for the T20 World
Cup 1n the first week of May:.
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. Kasturba Marg police have arrested three
men who are allegedly part of a cyber fraud

o S8

| Allegations suggest that the kidnappers are

~members of a cybercrime gang

. Accounts are then exploited to deposit
fraudulently obtained funds through

cybercrimes

B Mumbai

The Kasturba Marg
police have arrested three
men who are allegedly
part of a cyber fraud gang
for kidnapping a youth.
Allegations suggest
that the kidnappers are
members of a cybercrime
gang who lure individuals
to open bank accounts.
These accounts are then
exploited to deposit or
transfer fraudulently
obtained funds through
cybercrimes.

According to police
sources, the suspects
allegedly abducted a
23-year-old youth in
a car from Borivali on
Friday night. As the
car proceeded towards
Dahisar, the victim’s
cry for help drew the
attention of traffic police
at the check naka. The
traffic cops intercepted
the vehicle around 10
pm. On seeing the police
approach the vehicle, one
of the suspects alighted
from the carand fled. The
youth 1dentified as Sonu
Singh told police that he
had been kidnapped. The
traffic police detained all

individuals involved and
took them to Kashimira
police station. After
listening to Singh’s
account, the police handed
over the suspects and the
victim to the Kasturba
Marg police station.

The Kasturba Marg
police have filed the case
under various sections
of IPC and arrested the
three men — Tushar
Chakorkar, Pawan Kir,
and Dilkhush Teli, while
the police are on the
lookout for the accused
1dentified as Saurabh who
fled the police. Singh runs
a placement agency from
Goregaon. According
to his statement, 1n
February, two individuals,
Tushar and Saurabh,
approached him through
Just Dial, claiming to be
in the trading business
and seeking people for
marketing and share
trading. They expressed
their lack of proper
residential address and
requested Singh to arrange
and open current bank
accounts for them under
the name of his company.
Initially hesitant, Singh

relented when they
offered him money and
he opened two current
bank accounts using his
documents and company
name.

However, when the
accused demanded all
documents, including
ATM <cards and
passbooks, Singh became
suspicious and refused to
comply. Subsequently,
the accused kidnapped
Singh’s friend, Mittu
Dass, 26, from Andheri
and took him to Pune,
torturing him to pressure
Singh into providing the
bank documents. Dass
managed to escape and
return to Mumbai last
week. Meanwhile, the
accused lured Singh
into a meeting near the
Sanjay Gandhi National
Park under the pretext
of offering another job
opportunity. Singh was
forcibly kidnapped and
they attempted to take
him to Pune, said a police
officer.

Dass, speaking to
mid-day, described how
the suspects kidnapped
him and took him to a
hotel in Pune, where
they assaulted him in an
attempt to pressure Singh.
Dass managed to escape
when his kidnappers had
fallen asleep. “We are
investigating the matter
seriously, exploring
every possible angle
to determine whether
these accused are indeed
members of a cyber crime
gang. They are currently
in police remand,” said
a police officer from
Katurba Marg police
station.

No of suspects named
in FIR : 4

agm 3 arrested for kldnapplng youth at Borlvall
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