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Three-year-old Indian Prodigy Becomes Youngest
Chess Player In The World To Achieve FIDE Ranking

Sagar (MP) : Three-year-old
Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha from
Madhya Pradesh may not know
anything about the FIDE rankings
or the Grandmaster status, but
his skills as a chess player have
been duly recognised by the
International Chess Federation.

At the age of 3 years, 7
months, and 20 days, Sarwagya,
who lives in Sagar district, has
become the youngest chess player
in the world to be ranked by the
International Chess Federation,
commonly referred to by its
French acronym FIDE.

He 1s ranked 1572nd in the
FIDE rankings. Previously, this
record was held by Anish Sarkar
of West Bengal, who achieved
this feat at the age of 3 years and
8 months.

"My name 1s Sarwagya Singh
Kushwaha," the young boy said
as he spoke to ETV Bharat.
Asked what places he has visited
to play

chess, he mentioned

Khandwa, Bhopal, Chhindwara
and Mangalore. Did he win at
those places? The cute boys
replied "yes" with a beaming
face. The child prodigy said he
would continue to play chess at
places which are "good".
Sarwagya's  parents  and
family are overjoyed with his
achievement and want to see

him become a Grandmaster. To

achieve a FIDE ranking, one

must defeat an international
player. Sarwagya defeated three
international-level chess players
in a short period of time.
Initially, Sarwagya's parents
helped him take an interest in
chess to ensure he stayed away
from smartphones. The young
boy soon showed he was a

natural when 1t came to playing

the game.

After a few days of training,
when he began to understand the
game, his parents arranged for a
personal coach and also provided
online training. From there,
Sarwagya never looked back.
After just 6 months of training,
he secured a place in the FIDE
rankings.

His personal coach, Nitin

Chaurasia and national instructor,
Akash Pyaasi, worked hard to
help Sarwagya master the game.
They both trained him for about
4 hours a day and were amazed
by his talent.

After being ranked by FIDE,
Sarvagya Singh performed well in
chess tournaments in Mangaluru,
Khandwa,
several other cities.

Chhindwara and

"We are celebrating the
achievement of Sarwagya. It's a
matter of great pride and honour
for us that our son has become
the youngest chess player in the
world to achieve a FIDE ranking.
We see a bright future for him in
chess. We want him to become
a Grandmaster," said Siddharth
Singh Kushwaha, father of the
wonder kid.

“He learnt the rules and the
movements of chess so quickly
that we felt we should further
educate him on chess. We hired a
coach and arranged for personal
classes. He played chess for
about six hours a day and then
became an expert,” he said.

Sarvagya's mother, Neha
Singh Kushwaha,said, "Whatever
may be the achievement of
Sarwagya, it would be good for
us. Whether our dreams will
come true or not depends on hard
work and God's grace. God has

blessed our child."”

SMAT 2025: Hardik Pandya Powers
Baroda To Their Highest Successful

Chase In Comeback Match

Hyderabad Baroda

all-rounder

India Begin Their FIH Junior Women’s World Cup Campaign

With A Resounding 13-0 Victory Against Namibia

Chile : The

Indian Junior

Hardik Pandya scripted a successful
comeback to competitive cricket after
staying away from the action for a
span of two months. He led Baroda
to a successful 223-run chase against
Punjab on Wednesday in the round 4
match of the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
2025-26 (SMAT) in Hyderabad.
Playing his first match since the
Asia Cup in September, Hardik turned
out to be expensive with the ball. In a
dismal show with the ball, he leaked
52 runs in the four overs, taking the
wicket of Anmolpreet Singh. Thanks
to Abhishek Sharma’s fifty, Punjab
managed to post 222/8 in 20 overs.
During the chase, he walked at No.4
after Baroda openers Vishnu Solanki
and Shashwat Rawat provided a stable
platform for the batters coming after
them. He built his innings steadily,
designing the run chase brilliantly
during his stay at the crease.
blinder of

unbeaten 77 runs from 42 deliveries

Hardik played a

and smacked three consecutive sixes
during his knock. The occasion also
marked Baroda’s highest-ever chase
in the tournament, bettering their last
year’s 222-run chase against Tamil
Nadu. Also, i1t i1s the third-highest

successful chase in the tournament
history after Mumbai (233/6 vs Andhra
Pradesh, 2024) and Puducherry (228/6
vs Andhra Pradesh, 2021).

The win was important for Baroda

as they managed to script a solitary
win from the three matches before the
fixture.

Hardik was away from action due
to a left quadracep injury and missed
the white-ball tour of Australia and
the ongoing ODI series against South
Africa. He arrived at the BCCI’s Centre
of Excellence for rehabilitation on
October 15.

A fan also barged into the stadium to
take a selfie with the star player before
being removed by security. There was
a high anticipation for Hardik’s return
to competitive cricket, and there were
loud cheers for the Indian all-rounder.

Women’s Hockey Team began
their FIH Junior

World Cup
a comprehensive

Women’s
campaign with
13-0  win
against Namibia at the Centro
Deportivo de Hockey Cesped,
Estadio Nacional in Santiago on
Monday. Hina Bano (35°, 35°,
45") and Kanika Siwach (127,
30°, 457) scored hat-tricks, while
Sakshi Rana (10°, 23) bagged
a brace. Binima Dhan (147),
Sonam (14°), Sakshi Shukla
(277), Ishika (36°), and Manisha
(60”) also got on the scoresheet.
With this win, India climbed to
the top of the table.

India sprung into action from
the get-go, registering their first
shot on target and forcing a save
out of the Namibia keeper in the
opening thirty seconds of this
contest. They remained on the
front foot in search of a goal,
earning a Penalty Corner with
close to six minutes to go in the
first quarter. They eventually
made the early pressure count
and bagged four goals in as many
minutes to take control of the
game. Sakshi Rana (10”) opened

added a sixth as Sakshi Shukla
(27°) converted her dragflick
from a Penalty Corner. Kanika

Another kind deflection from a
Penalty Corner fell Hina Bano’s
way (45°) as she completed
her hat-trick. Kanika Siwach

the scoring with a brilliant
reverse flick and Kanika Siwach
(12°) soon doubled their lead

with a powerful finish. Binima Siwach (30°) also scored her

Dhan (14°) added a third with
a sharp run and finish, while
Sonam (14°) scored a fourth
after some neat interplay in the
buildup, giving India a 4-0 lead
after the opening fifteen minutes.

With a healthy lead, India
continued to dominate as Sakshi
Rana (23°) scored her second
with a superb run that was
finished off with a thunderous
strike. Namibia showed some
aggression fo look for an
opening but were constantly kept
at bay by the Indian midfielders

dominating position. India then

second goal at the stroke of half-
time, extending India’s lead to
7-0.

India were firmly in control
and continued to stay on top
to open the second half. Hina
(357)
goal in the tournament with

Bano scored her first
a ferocious strike into the top
corner. She soon added another
within a minute, capitalising on
a loose restart from Namibia.
Ishika (36°) added a tenth
after a rebound fell her way
from a Penalty Corner, further
cementing India’s supremacy.

(45°) also registered her third
goal from a Penalty Corner,
establishing a 12-0 lead for India
after three quarters.

Having made a few changes
to begin the final quarter, India
continued to create chances
with their bench getting an
opportunity to make their mark.
Namibia fought hard in what
seemed like what would be a
goalless fourth quarter. However,
Manisha (60°) got herself on the
scoresheet from Penalty Corner,
completing a 13-0 route for India

in their opening game.
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