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Bikaner : "Who says there
cannot be a hole in the sky, hurl a
stone at your health" - the popular
expression means anything is
possible if you try hard enough.
and  his
daughter Devika proved that in real
life.

Pradeep Sharma, father of
Vedika Sharma, was faced with the
harsh truth that his daughter was

deaf and mute when the daughter

Pradeep Sharma
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was just nine months old. But
Pradeep never let it dominate him.

Vedika, too, did not succumb to
her deficiency and made possible
what was impossible in the eyes of
society.

Pradeep Sharma initially tried
to enrol Vedika in an English
medium school when she attained
the age, but there she was refused.
After this, the father enrolled
Vedika in a Hindi medium school.
Now Vedika has graduated from
general education, and she is doing
her post-graduation.

Father Pradeep Sharma says that
when Vedika grew up, she thought
that she should do something that
would be useful in her life and
make her stand apart from others.
In the beginning, she thought she
would learn archery, but at that
time, there was no coaching for
girls.

Devika started pistol shooting
training.  Devika’s
further boosted
the very first year, she won the

motivation
was when, in
gold medal in 10 meters in the
state championship. After this,

she continued to perform better
in the state and national open
championships and won medals. In
the 2022 Deaf Olympics in Brazil,
she was selected. Vedika won the
bronze medal.

Pradeep says that he constantly
encourages his daughter and gives
time to her time. Be it the shooting
range in Jaipur, Delhi or wherever
she has to be taken, he goes with her.
For the father, now the focus was
on his daughter. The goal is that
Vedika will shine in the Olympics
and World Championships and

bring gold medals.
The
gave Vedika a prize money of one

Rajasthan government
crore rupees for winning the bronze
medal in the Deaf Olympics. Not
only that, after winning this medal,
Vedika came into the limelight.
When Prime Minister Narendra
Modi the
participated in the Olympics in

met players who
Delhi, Vedika was also introduced.
Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma,
Law Minister Arjun Meghwal,
Union Minister Anurag Thakur,

Union Minister Kiran Rijiju,
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Vedika Sharma Defied Deafness To Prove "Anything
Is Possible" Wlnnlng Paralymplcs Bronze In Brazil

former Chief Minister Vasundhara
Chief Minister
Sports Minister

Raje, former
Ashok Gehlot,
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore and
other people encouraged Vedika
from time to time.

Vedika's
Singh,
girl and her best is yet to come.

coach, Virender

says she 1s a talented

Remembering Vedika's training
days, she says that it was definitely
a learning experience for her.
In training, both of them had to
talk in sign language and with
gestures. It was a challenge, but
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Vedika always tried to give her
best with full

passion. This i1s the reason why

dedication and

she achieved such success.
Vedika’s
Singh, says that the game and

coach, Virender
the participants are now seeing a
period of change. A lot of work
i1s being done at the government
level.

There are three categories

in the Olympics - the Olympic,

Paralympic and Deaf Olympics.

policy
the Deaf Olympics

There 1s no sports
regarding
in Rajasthan, so it needs some
improvement so that the players
of this category can progress.
Secondly, if a player comes
with a medal, he or she would
have got a job by now, but Vedika
has not got a government job
yet. Vedika practices regularly
for about 8 hours every day.
She has set her eyes on the gold
medal in the Olympics and World

Championships, it is evident.

‘You Saved Our Eyes’: Matthew Hayden’s
Daughter Celebrates Joe Root’s Maiden Century

Hans Niemann Outplayed Fabiano Caruana
To Win Unique Diving Chess Champlonshlp

In Australia With Hllarlous Remark

Matthew
Grace

Hyderabad
Hayden’s  daughter,

Hayden, came up with a

hilarious comment after Joe
Root’s

in  Australia.

Maiden Test century
She wrote on
her social media handle, ‘you
saved our eyes’ on Thursday.
The comment was made in the
context of Matthew Hayden’s
remark, where he had claimed
that he would run naked at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground if
Root fails to score a hundred in
the Ashes.

Australia are currently up
against England in the second
Test of the Ashes 2025/26. On
Day 1, the Australian bowlers,
led by Mitchell Starc, dominated
the proceedings for most of the
Root and

Zak Crawley saved the day for

day. However, Joe
the visitors as they stitched a
117-run partnership for the third
wicket.

Root was unbeaten by the
end of Day 1 after scoring
135 runs from 202 deliveries,
laced with 15 boundaries and a
six. After Root completed his

/1 kg
'-1‘:‘:__ § ‘-

century, Grace came up with a
cheeky one-line saying that Root
saved everyone from watching a
naked Matthew Hayden running
around at the MCG.

"Root,
saved all our eyes,"

thank you, you've
she posted
on Instagram stories.

Hayden congratulates Root

In a video uploaded by
7Sports Australia, the former
Australian opener congratulated
Root, saying no one had more
stakes to lose than him.

Matthew Hayden daughter

shares hilarious story after Joe

Root's century

Grace Hayden Instagram
Story (Screen Grab from Grace
Hayden Insta Handle)

"Congratulations, mate, on a
hundred here in Australia. Took
you a while, and there was no
one that had more skin in the
game than me, literally. 1 was
backing you for a hundred in a
good way. So congratulations,
ten fifties and finally a hundred.
You little ripper mate. Have a
beauty and bloody enjoy it,"
Hayden said.

Root

crosses 1000-run

. n

milestone in Australia

The ace England batter also
crossed the 1000-run mark in
Test cricket on Australian soil.
The right-handed batter has
racked up 1006 runs in Australia,
laced with a century and nine
fifties in 30 innings.

Also, 1t was the 22nd World
Test Championship Century
(WTC), and he has scored the
most centuries in the cycle. With
the sensational ton, he extended
his lead over Steve Smith, who is
placed second with 13 centuries
to his name.

Hyderabad American
Grandmaster Hans Niemann emerged
triumphant in the Diving Chess

Championship, a unique event which
featured underwater chess. The event
occurred in Cape Town, South Africa,
as a build-up to the 2025 Freestyle
Chess Grand Slam Finals.

Vidit Gujarathi of India needed to
be in the fourth spot in the competition.
He suffered a defeat in the match
against the recently crowned World
Cup winner, Javokhir Sindarov, who
earned a third-place finish.

How Diving Chess Championship
work?

The event was played in the
rooftop pool of the Silo Hotel in
Cape Town. The games were played
A chessboard
was placed 110 centimetres deep at

in freestyle format.

the bottom of the pool in a unique
occurrence. The players have to dive
in and go underwater to make their
moves. After playing their moves, the
respective player comes back to the
surface to catch their breath. After one
player comes above the surface after
playing his move, the opponent must
immediately go underneath to play
their own move.

Hans beat Caruana to win the title
and later faced the Diving Chess World
Champion, Michal Mazurkiewicz. His

opponent started the game on high

and won a rook and pawn for a bishop
early in the game due ot a blunder
committed by Hans on the second
move in the game.

However, Hans paved his way back
into the game to secure a victory.

2025 Freestyle Chess Grand
Slam Finals

The underwaterchesschampionship
was one of the events which are played
in the lead-up to the 2025 Freestyle
Chess Grand Slam Finals. The final
tournament of the tour will be held
from December 8-11 in Cape Town.
The event is also expected to draw
limelight as Norwegian Grandmaster
Magnus Carlsen will headline the
event.

Carlsen, along with Levon Aronian
and Vincent Keymer, met local chess
players at the University of the Western
Cape. Carlsen and Aronian made up
for a pair while the other duo was of
Keymer and his coach, Peter Leko, to
play in two simultaneous exhibitions
over 40 boards.
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