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Bharatpur : A father's
unfulfilled dream of becoming
a cricketer has translated into
his son's remarkable success as
19-year-old Kartik Sharma has
been bought by the Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) for a record Rs
14.20 crore in the Indian Premier
2026

representing the price

League mini-auction.
Besides
of Kartik's talent, the sum also
signals the triumph of his father,
Manoj Sharma's years of sacrifice,
struggle and perseverance.

Kartik comes from Darapur
village of Bharatpur in Rajasthan.
His father was once a medium-
pace bowler on his way to making
a name for himself. But a serious
shoulder injury prematurely ended
his career leaving him shattered.
But resolved that his children,
whether son or daughter, would
accomplish what he had set out to
do.

Both Manoj and Kartik shared
their journey with ETV Bharat in
an exclusive interaction. Manoj
related, "I

never gave up. |
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believed my child would fulfill my
unfulfilled dream." Thereafter he
put this resolve into action.

He revealed that Kartik was
handed a bat at the tender age of
two and the courtyard of their
home became his first cricket
ground. For nearly five years,
Kartik received basic training from
his father at home. Manoj said that
even at a very young age, Kartik's
understanding and technique were
such that everyone was amazed.
Manoj himself would bowl for
hours and teach his son the nuances
of the game.

After 1nitial training, Kartik
was sent to Shatrughan Tiwari,
Secretary of Bharatpur District
Cricket Association. After several
years of training, Tiwari was clear
that the child’s level was far above
what was prevalent in Bharatpur.

The family made the bold
decision to shift Kartik to Agra in
Uttar Pradesh for befter coaching.
There, he better
environment and coaching at the

received a

academy run by cricketer Deepak

SPORTS

From Bharatpur To Chennai Super Kings -
The Inspiring J ourney Of Kartik Sharma

Chahar's father, Lokendra Singh
Chahar.
Kartik's power hitting and long
sixes were honed at the academy.

Manoj explained that

He became famous for his Kevin
Pietersen-like shots.

Kartik is a wicketkeeper-batter
and 1s known for his explosive
batting in domestic cricket. His
strike rate in Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy was above 160. After
playing for Rajasthan's Under-14,
Under-16 and Under-19 teams,
Kartik will now share the dressing
room with former Indian skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni at the
CSK.
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But Kartik’s journey has not
been an easy one. His father used
to run the house by giving private
tuitions that he left when his son's
practice started getting affected.
He sold his land and shop to pay
for Kartik’s cricket kit, training
and travel expenses. He even had
to take a loan of around Rs 28
lakh. Kartik’s mother also pitched
in by selling her jewellery. Manoj
that the household
expenses were managed by the

disclosed

pension of Kartik’s grandfather.
Manoj has three sons, two of whom
play cricket.

He said, "My dream is that my
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sons play for the country and bring
glory to India." Karthik's base price
at the IPL 2026 mini-auction held in
Abu Dhabi on December 16, 2025
was just Rs 30 lakh. Following an
intense bidding among IPL teams,
CSK finally bought him for Rs
14.20 crore, a record amount for an
uncapped player.

This was not the price of a
player but the victory of years
of hard work, sacrifice and faith.
Coming from a small town, Kartik
has proved that lack of resources
are no deterrence to achieving
goals. Kartik humbly gave credit
to his parents for his achievement.
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He said that it is their faith and
sacrifice that have brought him to

this level and his dream now is to
get a foothold in the Indian team.

He has a message for the
youth of the country. "With hard
work and discipline, no dream is
impossible,” he said.

The news of his becoming a
part of the CSK has been greeted
with joy across Bharatpur with the
District Cricket Association and
varlous organisations according
Kartik and his family a grand
welcome. The joy was expressed
by bursting firecrackers and

distributing sweets.

Kolkata : Sourav Ganguly has
slapped a Rs 50 crore defamation
suit notice on an official of a
Kolkata-based football fan club
for "falsely" dragging his name
fiasco

into the Lionel Messi

and making derogatory and

defamatory public statements

about the former India cricket

captain.
Cricketer turned sports
administrator ~ Ganguly  had

also lodged a police complaint
against Uttam Saha of 'Argentina
Football Fan Club' on Thursday.
"Besides the police complaint,
I have sent this official of the
football fan club a Rs 50 crore
legal notice. They keep saying
anything that comes to their
mind," Ganguly told PTL

Saha,
journalist, had accused Ganguly

while speaking to a

of being the actual man behind
organising Messi's G.O.A.T India
tour and alleged that it's now-
arrested prime organiser Satadru
Dutta was only a front.

In his complaint emailed to
the Cyber Cell of the Kolkata

Police, Ganguly said the person's

statements have adversely
affected his reputation and mental
peace. "The complaint states that
he deliberately levelled serious
allegations  against Ganguly
without any factual basis," a
police officer said, adding that
an investigation in currently
underway based on the complaint.
added 1n the
complaint that such "baseless
appear
tarnish his hard-
his
Ganguly stated that in

Ganguly
allegations to be an
attempt to
earned  reputation". In
e-mail,

his professional career, spanning

Sourav Ganguly Slaps Rs 50 Cr Defamation
Suit On Football Fan Club Official

S S

over several decades, he earned

a reputation in the country and
worldwide as a sportsperson

and sports administrator and

that "baseless" statements aim
to tarnish that image.Ganguly
was scheduled to remain on
the platform to felicitate the
Argentine football legend and
his entourage alongside Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and
other dignitaries on December 13
but the programme was cancelled
the

spectator rampage inside the Salt

in wake of widespread
Lake stadium following Messi's

premature exit from the venue.

Colombia Cup Final Ends In Chaos As
Pitch Battle Results In 59 Gettlng In]ured
v

Hyderabad : The final of
the Colombia Cup between
Atletico Nacional and Deportivo
Independiente  Medellin  in

Medellin turned violent as 59
people, including seven police
officers, got injured during the
chaotic scenes which unfurled
after the match. The violence
overshadowed Nacional’s hard-
earned title triumph.

The chaos erupted moments
after the final whistle at the
Girardot Stadmum,
Atletico Nacional
emerged triumphantby 1-0to lift

Atanasio
where

the silverware. It was supposed
to be a night of celebration for
Nacional fans, but the night was
marked by violence as fans from
both sides stormed the pitch,
hurled projectiles in the field
and were engaged in a clash
with the security forces.

The videos of the fans hitting
each other are going around on
social media. The videos show
fans breaching the different
sections of the ground and

confrontations breaking out

between them.

Riot Police were compelled
to intervene in the situation as
the scenes were getting out of
hand in a stadium packed with
43,000 spectators.

Medellin’ssecuritysecretary,
Manuel Villa, confirmed that 52
fans sustained injuries during
the violent breakout, as quoted
by news agency AFP. The
police officers said that seven of
them were also hurt during the
brutal fight that took place. No
arrests were made in the matter,
but authorities were reviewing
the CCTV footage to identify
the perpetrators.

ia

The unrest resulted in the
cancellation of the post-match
trophy celebration and medal
ceremony.

Usually, visiting fans are
prohibited attending
matches between major teams

from

to manage crowd trouble.
However, Medellin city hall had
decided to allow fans of Atlético
Nacional as the home side to
promote peaceful co-existence
in football.

Mayor Federico Gutierrez
the
saying those who caused the

condemned violence,

disturbance are "criminals" and
"muisfits."
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