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SC asks Centre to amicably resolve drought fund row with Karnataka

I NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Monday asked
the central government to amicably resolve
the dispute over the Karnataka government's
request to release 0 35,162 crore for
drought relief citing "grave humanitarian
distress" and a "calamity" of severe nature
faced by the southern state.

Even as the Centre told a bench led by
justice Bhushan R Gavai that it has secured
a clearance from the Election Commission
of India (ECI) to address the Karnataka
government's request, the court emphasised
that the Centre and the states must work
together regarding the release of funds.

Appearing before the bench that also
comprised justice Sandeep Mehta. attorney
general R Venkataramani said that he
expects the matter to proceed within a week
after the ECI's nod.

"The Election Commission has allowed
the Centre to deal with the 1ssue. Something
should happen before next Monday. It will
be done expeditiously. There 1s no need for
an argument right now." the A-G submitted.

Responding, the bench stressed the

"AT20 World Cup is coming': Tifle-winning former captain's
urgent warning for Hardik Pandya and Yashasvi Jaiswal

need for cooperation between the Centre
and states.

"It should be done amicably. These
matters should not require interference
from the court. We have a federal structure.
Union and states should work together." it
emphasised.

A-G Venkataramani and solicitor
general Tushar Mehta, both representing
the Centre. sought a week from the court
to resolve the matter and come back. The
bench accepted their request and deferred
the hearing as senior counsel Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the Karnataka government,
also agreed to the adjournment.

In1ts last hearing on April 8, the Supreme
Court favoured amicable resolutions of such
disputes mnstead of court battles, as it gave
the Centre some time to examine the state's
request.

On the day, the state government
had sought to involve the ECI in the
proceedings, arguing that the Centre should
not fail to act citing a lack of approval from
the polling body due to the Lok Sabha
elections.

The Kamataka government, in its writ
petition filed earlier this month, pointed
out the failure of the Union government's
Ministry of Home Affairs to take a final
decision and release financial assistance
from the National Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF), despite six months passing since
the filing of a report by the Inter-Ministerial
Central Team (IMCT).

The Karnataka government's plea.
filed through advocate DL Chidananda,
emphasised agriculture as a primary source
of livelihood for a large section of the
state's population. highlighting the damage
to crops and livestock due to the present

drought situation. The delay in convening
a high-level committee meeting to approve
relief from NDRF was also criticised.

"The present drought situation has
damaged crops and affected livestock.
leading to lower yields, reduced mmcome
for farmers, and increased food prices.
The situation has major economic impact
resulting from losses in agriculture.
impacting jobs, incomes. and overall
economic growth of the state" stated the
petition.

[t further argued that the Centre's
inaction in releasing financial assistance
for drought relief was illegal, arbitrary.
and violated fundamental rights guaranteed
under Articles 14 (equality) and 21 (life and
liberty) of the Constitution.

According to the plea, the state's
citizens' fundamental right to life has
been harmed by the Centre, which has
not called a meeting of the high-level
committee to address the subcommittee
report of the national executive committee
on the memorandums submitted by the state
government requesting financial assistance.

Earlier this month, a similar petition
was filed 1n the apex court by the Tamil
Nadu government as well. Tamil Nadu
sought direction to the Centre to release
[119.692.69 crore as financial assistance
for damage caused by cyclone 'Michaung'
in December 2023, alleging that funds
were not made available despite repeated
requests.

On April 1. a different bench in the
Supreme Court had rejected the Kerala
government's plea for directing the Union
government to relax its borrowing cap
restrictions so that the state could borrow
additional funds in the current fiscal year.
noting that any such an order might set a
"bad precedent in law" that would enable
states to flout fiscal policies and still
successfully claim additional borrowings.

The deluge of petitions by various
states demanding directives to the Union
government for the release of funds
represents the judiciary's expanding
involvement in scrutimsing federal financial
relations and state autonomy under India's
intricate fiscal system.

Smriti Irani's 'warning' to Amethi voters

I MUMBAI

The 2024 Indian Premier League's (IPL) league
phase 1s getting to that stage when the race for the top
four heats up. Teams that haven't made the greatest of
starts to the tournament start feeling the bite and among
those this season are five-time champions Mumbai
Indians, whose new captain Hardik Pandya's struggle
to find acceptance among fans in his role seems to have
seeped mnto his on-field performances.

At the other end of the spectrum are Rajasthan
Royals, who are sitting pretty at the top of the table going
into their Monday fixture agamnst MI with a bowling
lineup that 1s firing on all cylinders and a batting lineup

that 1s doing just as well. And yet. a puzzling case in
the RR lineup has been that of opener Yashasvi Jaiswal,
who hasn't been able to find runs this season despite
coming into 1t on the back of a great year in all formats.
Former Australia captain Aaron Finch has said that both
Jaiswal and Pandya would need to step up not just for
their franchises but for their place in the Indian team
for the T20 World Cup that comes closely on the heels
of the 2024 IPL.

"T have got my eye on two people, Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Hardik Pandya. Two guys who haven't been in the
best form throughout this IPL so far and there 1s a bit
of pressure building on both of them." Finch, who led
Australia to the T20 World Cup fitle in 2021. said on
Star Sports.

The 2024 T20 World Cup The 2024 T20 World Cup
1s set to begin on June 1, with India playing their first
game on June 6 and the cutoff for the announcement
of squads for the tournament 1s May 1. "There 1s a T20
World Cup coming up very soon. They will want to be
n great form to get picked and then if they are there, to
contribute to India having a real crack at trying to win
another T20 World Cup." said Finch.

ENEW DELHI

area. The Union minster

'After Wayanad poIIs Rahul Gandhi will...’

Union minister Smriti
Irani accused Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi of
planning to visit Amethi
after April 26 and exploit
caste divisions while
touring multiple temples
n the constituency. " After
the voting in Wayanad on
April 26, Rahul Gandhi
will come here to tell
everyone that Amethi 1s
his family and stoke the
fire of casteism 1in the
society here," accused the
local MP, who defeated
Gandhi 1n the previous
general elections,
wresting Congress' long-
held fortress.

The Congress has yet
to announce 1its candidate

for the seat, but local
party workers are rooting
for Rahul Gandhi to run
again. Sources told HT
that the Congress Central
Election Committee
has left the decision
on the remaining seat
candidature to president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Sonia Gandhi. Irani
added, "Rahul Gandhi

and the Congress party
rejected the invitation
for the consecration
ceremony of Lord Shri
Ram in Ayodhya but he
will be seen roaming
around the temples in

Amethi. So there 1s a
need to be careful and
alert." she said during
her election campaign
in Bhetua and Bhadar

further alleged that
Rahul Gandhi never
addressed Amethi's 1ssues
in Parliament and was
frequently absent from
SESSI0NS.

"Despite serving as an
MPfor 15 years, including
10 years during the UPA
government at the Centre
and an alliance with SP1n
UP, essential amenities
like drinking water
remained elusive for the
residents of Amethi." she
said. According to the
minister, it was only after
Narendra Modi assumed
office that the people of
Amethi beganreceiving a
regular supply of drinking
water to their homes.
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