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BMCslaps noticeson N CB busts international drug syndlcate, selzes 2 kg of MDMA
unregistered nursing _—

homes in M-East ward

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
in Mumbai busted an intermational drug

avold any identification. However, in
the course of an in-depth investigation,

3 ] ok e gl el ity
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§ MUMBAI :

The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation’s
(BMC) M-East ward
health officials have sent
notices to nine out of the
24 unregistered nursing
homes functioning in the
slum pockets of the ward.
The M-East ward has a
significant population
residing in slums in areas
of Govandi, Shivaji Nagar,
Cheeta Camp, Vashi Naka
and Baiganwadi. The
BMC started the process
of 1ssuing notices earlier
this month.Dr Sanjay
Funde. the medical health
officer of the ward, said,
“We are still conducting
inspections and notices
will be served to more
places. Subsequently,
the case will be brought
to the court under the
Bombay Nursing Home
Registration Act.”

DrFunde said that these
unregistered facilities lack
an approved building
proposal plan. “Even
as they have qualified
doctors present. They are
not permitted to operate
on technical grounds.”
he said. The nursing
homes cater to patients
with malaria, typhoid
and gastroenteritis. Just

a couple of days ago, a
social activist in Govandi,
Mohammad Salim Abdul
Al Khan, sent a legal
notice to state and BMC
health officials based on
an RTI response. The
RTI response highlighted
the total number of
unregistered nursing
homes with their names
and addresses. Khan said
that the notice provides
the BMC 15 days’ time
to provide a response
detailing the action taken.
Failing to do so, he said,
the matter would be taken

conspiracy, seizing 2.170 kilograms of
MDMA (commonly known as ecstasy)
and arrested an African national. The
drugs were worth approximately Rs 2
crore. The operation, which commenced
in October 2023, was carried out
following extensive technical and
financial examinations by the NCB.
On October 19, 2023, officials acted
on intelligence and intercepted a parcel
from the Netherlands at the Foreign
Post Office in Mumbai. Upon closer
inspection, what looked to be benign
objects such as toys and crayons revealed
a cleverly concealed stockpile of
MDMA tablets. The shipment contained
4,970 MDMA tablets totalling 2.170
kilograms. "In pursuance of mtensive
technical collaboration with the financial
investigation, NCB-Mumbai has
successfully cracked an international
syndicate which was involved 1n
international drug trafficking. Based on
technical intelligence, information was
gathered wherein a parcel containing a
huge quantity of high-value drugs was
being sourced from the Netherlands and
transported mmto Mumbai," NCB said
in 1ts statement. It added, "An active
analysis led to the identification and

detection of the said parcel on 19.10.2023
at Foreign Post Office, Mumbai. When
the parcel was unboxed, the contents
had non-suspecting items such as toys,
crayons, pens, etc. However, on closer
examination, it was observed that the
packaging cardboard box was abnormal.
When one side was cut open, layers
of multi-coloured MDMA / ecstasy
tablets were found concealed between
the layers of flap. Accordingly, when
other flaps of the package box were cut
open, furthermore MDMA tablets were
recovered. A total of 4970 MDMA/
Ecstasy tablets weighing 2.170 kgs
were seized." The inquiry revealed a
sophisticated worldwide drug trafficking
network, forcing officials to look further
into the syndicate's operations. Despite
efforts to avoid detection, a thorough
investigation revealed a money trail that
led to the identity of an African national

3 F |

living in Navi Mumbai. The suspect,
known as B.O. Afo, was captured at his
home, where additional incriminating
evidence was discovered. Furthermore,
other bank accounts, both domestic and
international, associated with the suspect
have been identified for inquiry.
Further investigation found that
Afo has been in India since 2018,
despite the expiration of his visa. This
discovery highlights the syndicate's
worldwide nature and operations
in India. The recovered medicines,
intended for distribution in many cities
including Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru,
Goa, and Hyderabad, illustrate the
widespread reach of the syndicate.
Since the quantity of the drugs was
huge and had international linkage, an
extensive investigation was nitiated.
The syndicate had carefully maintained
the technical evasive manoeuvre to

credible technical analysis led to the
identification of a financial trail. The
information was further developed
which led to the identification of an
African national based in the Navi
Mumbai area, it further read. "Prolonged
surveillance and discreet analysis
inferred the convincing data after
which the African national named
B.O.Afo was intercepted at his house.
Incriminating evidence along with
multiple bank details of international
and domestic banks have been collected
which are presently subject to further
investigation. It has been noted that
BO Afo came to India in 2018 and has
been staying since then even after the
expiry of the Visa. His other documents
are also being verified. The seized drug
would have been distributed to multiple
cities like Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru,
Goa, Hyderabad, etc. A further in-
depth investigation 1s underway to
identify the other key associates of
the larger syndicate." the statement
further read. Amit Ghawate, Additional
Director of NCB Mumbai, emphasised
the thorough scope of the ongoing
investigation, which aims to identify all
major syndicate associates.

homes pose a health risk
to the public as their staff
1s likely to be unqualified
Moreover, the rates they
charge are exorbitant
despite being unregistered
facilities,” Khan said. The
RTT data shows that of the
24 unregistered nursing
homes 1n M-East ward,
most are concentrated in
Govandi, with some also
in Mankhurd and Cheeta
Camp. Khan said, “These
facilities either need to
be shut down or properly
regulated to ensure they
do not employ unqualified
staff or doctors. The rates

also need to be kept in
check.”

The ongoing [PL 2024

Ajit Agarkar bombarded with desperate 'Rishabh Pant,

[strike-rate] matters a lot

1s setting the template
up real nice for India's
T20 World Cup squad
selection, and with
certain players becoming
unstoppable as the
tournament progresses,
BCCI chairman of
selectors Ajit Agarkar and
his panel are having happy
headaches. While certain
players pick themselves,
a whole lot of contenders
will be vying for selected
spots. The wicketkeeper
and all-rounder positions
are perhaps the most
hotly-contested at the
moment. The race for
the wicketkeeper's slot

Shivam Dube' T20 World Cup pleas from former India cricketers

pits Rishabh Pant against
Sanju Samson and KL
Rahul, while the all-
rounder battle sees Hardik
Pandya face competition
from Shivam Dube and
Ravindra Jadeja. And this
1s where Agarkar and his
colleague's job becomes
trickier. On current
form, Pant and Samson,
in an 1deal world, start
favourites. Although 1if 1t
comes to picking one, the
Delhi Capitals captain 1s
likely to get the nod. With
three half-centuries, Pant

"HBI'O 5

FHCORT

has scored almost 400
runs 1n IPL 2024 with
three half-centuries but
none more comprehensive
and fluent than the knock
he played Wednesday

evening against Gujarat
Titans.

Pant hammered an
unbeaten 88 off 43 balls,
lacing the innings with
five fours and eight sixes.

Watching Pant's exploits,
especially 1n the final
over, as his strike-rate
rose exponentially, former
India batter Mohammad
Kaif indirectly conveyed
a message to 'selectors’
explaining how such
insane hitting cannot be
ignored when the team 1s
picked for the T20 World
Cup. "Rishabh Pant had
a strike-rate of 154 [at
the beginning]. When
selectors sit to pick the
T20 World Cup squad,
they will notice this. It

at No 5 and 6. He 1s going
to play at either 5 or 6
for India. Not in top 3 or
4. This kind of a strike-
rate 1s 1cing on the cake."
Kaif said on commentary,
which was captured by
Star Sports.

"This 1s not just
batting; this 1s a statement
from Pant. His strike-rate
touched 200 with 7 sixes.
Where are you going to
bowl to him? He won't
spare you. You cannot
write off a batter like him.
A guy who was mnjured
and away for over a year,
1t took him just two games
to come to form."
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