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Powerlifter Gaurav Sharma
receives honorary doctorate by US
varsity for sporting excellence

I NEWDELHI :

World champion
and powerlifter Gaurav
Sharma was conferred
with an honorary
doctorate degree by the
American University for
his work in the field of
sports. Powerlifter Gaurav
Sharma was given the
certificate of Doctor
of Philosophy during
a special event in New
Delhi. He was quite elated
to receive the certificate
and said that this honour
will boost his morale to
work more in the field of
sports.

"This honor is very
special to me and I want
to thank everyone who
helped me in my journey
so far. This recognition
will boost my morale to
work more in the field of
sports and help my country
in becoming a global
sports' powerhouse,"
Gaurav Sharma said in
a statement. The Delhi
athlete had clinched
two gold medals at the
2016 World Powerlifting
Championships 1in
England. In 2007, he
won four gold medals
at the Commonwealth

Championships in New
Zealand. Initially starting
out as a weightlifter,
Gaurav later switched to
powerlifting. He 1s also
a Mahant in a temple
in Chandni Chowk,
Old Delhi.In a recent
interaction with the
media, Gaurav Sharma
expressed optimism about
India's prospects at the
upcoming Paris Olympics,
attributing it to the support
and international exposure
provided to athletes by
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the Central government

in recent years. Over the
past few editions, the
participation of Indian
athletes at the Olympics
has steadily increased.
At Tokyo 2020, the
Indian contingent was
made up of 124 athletes,
the largest that the country
had sent to the Games.
India also bagged seven
medals, their biggest haul
in a single Olympics -
including Neeraj Chopra's
historic gold medal in
the men's javelin throw.
This year, the country will
expect more athletes to
qualify and increase the

Tokyo Olympics medal
haul.
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Rejecting pleas seeking complete cross-verification
of votes cast using EVMs with VVPAT, the Supreme
Court on Friday issued two directives. Firstly, the
Symbol Loading Unit (SLU) should be sealed and
secured in containers. Secondly, the burnt memory
semi-controller in EVMs shall be checked and verified
by a team of engineers from the manufacturers of the
EVM post the announcement of results.

Here are the two directives in details:

1) That on completion of the symbol loading process
in the VVPAT undertaken on or after 01.05.2024, the
Symbol Loading Unit (SLU) should be sealed and
secured in containers, Live Law stated. The report
further stated that the candidates or their representatives
shall sign the seal. The sealed contamners containing the
SLUs shall be kept in the strong rooms along with the
EVMs at least for a period of 45 days post the declaration
of results. They should be opened and examined and

On Sam Pitroda's 'inheritance tax' remark
Nirmala Sltharaman s dig at Congress

B NEWDELHI :

Union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday took a dig at
the Congress over its leader Sam
Pitroda's controversial remarks
advocating an inheritance tax-like
law, saying it could "nullify" India's
progress of the last 10 years.

The finance minister said if done
so, the country would go back to the
era when Congress imposed a 90
per cent tax.

"The inheritance tax directly hits
the middle class. It directly hits the
aspirational class. They work hard,
sweat and toil of theirs are saved in
small savings here and there, or they
buy a house, a dream house, and
keep some fixed deposits. All this 1s
going to be exposed to the so-called
property tax... After all, Congress's
reputation in terms of property tax
goes back." Nirmala Sitharaman told
news agency ANIL

Recalling the compulsory
deposit scheme from 1968, Nirmala
Sitharaman said, "Something
was taken away. There was no
justification given at that time... If
such wealth creators are going to
be punished purely because they
have some money kept behmd

dealt with as in the case of EVMs,

(2) According to Live Law, the burnt memory semi-
controller in 5% of the EVMSs, that 1s the Control Unit,
Ballot Unit and the VVPAT, per assembly segment of
the Parliamentary constituency, shall be checked and
verified by a team of engineers from the manufacturers

India's progress in the last 10 years
would just go for a zero... The
current generation would not even
remember or know anything about
1

"There was India, where under
the Congress rule, we paid 90%
of all that was earmned by us as tax.
That's the socialist model which the
Congress party is comfortable with,"
the finance minister added.

Nirmala Sitharaman's comments
come days after a video of Indian
Overseas Congress chairman Sam
Pitroda went viral on social media
in which he talked about inheritance
tax in America. The video triggered
a massive outrage, especially with
the BJP leaders, who attacked the
grand old party.

In the video, Sam Pitroda was
heard saying, "In America, there
1s an inheritance tax. So, if, let's
~ say, one has $100 mllhon WOl‘t]‘l of

report stated.

wealth, and when he dies, he can
only transfer probably 45 per cent to
his children, the government grabs
55 per cent. That's an interesting
law. It says you in your generation,
made wealth and you are leaving
now, you must leave your wealth
for the public, not all of it, half of
it, which to me sounds fair. In India,
you don't have that. If somebody
1s worth 10 billion and he dies, his
children get 10 billion and the public
getsnothing... So, these are the kinds
of 1ssues people will have to debate
and discuss."

He added, "I don't know what
the conclusion would be at the
end of the day but when we talk
about redistributing wealth, we are
talking about new policies and new
programs that are in the mterest of
the people and not in the interest of
the super-rich only."

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had also hit out at Pitroda saying
that the "dangerous intentions of
the Congress Party are now being
exposed".

However, the Congress has
distanced itself from the remarks
and said that imheritance tax laws do
~not reﬂect the posmon of the party.

of the EVM post the announcement of results on a
written request made by candidates who are at places 2
and 3 behind the highest polled candidate.

Such candidates or their representatives shall identify
the EVMSs by the polling station or the serial number.
All candidates and their representatives shall have the
option to remain present at the time of verification, the

Live Law further mentioned that such a request
should be made within 7 days of the declaration of the
results. The District Election Officer, m consultation
with the team of engineers, shall certify the authenticity
and 1intactness of the burnt memory microcontroller.

After the verification process 1s conducted, the actual

to be tampered.

cost or the expenses for the said verification will be
notified by the ECI and the candidate making the
said request will make payment of the said expenses.
Expenses will be refunded in case the EVMs are found
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