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Virender Sehwag's scathing take on
R Ashwin's 'mindset': 'Same as KL
Rahul saying strike rate is overrated’

A - I NEW DELHI :
Ravichandran Ashwin has been in the news recently

The Delhi high court on Monday

Pilibhit. Uttar Pradesh.

devoid of merits.

allegedly violating the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) by allegedly seeking
votes in the name of "god and place of
worship" during his recent speech at

The high court said that the plea 1s

The court was of the view that the plea
was "thoroughly misconceived” since
the petitioner had approached the court
when the Election Commission was yet to
take a call on his representation seeking

completely unjustified. The plea being
devoid of merits 1s dismissed." a bench
of justice Sachin Datta said in the order.

Recently. the Congress had moved the
Election Commission against the prime
minister over his 'infiltrator' remark on
the Muslims at a poll rally in Rajasthan.

"The Congress manifesto says they
will calculate the gold with mothers
and sisters, get information about it and
then distribute that property. They will
distribute it to whom - Manmohan Singh's

Delhi hlgh court rejects plea seeking PM Modi's disqualification from contesting polls for six years

"Earlier, when their (Congress)
government was in power, they had said
that Muslims have the first right on the
country's assets. This means to whom
will this property be distributed? It will
be distributed among those who have
more children. It will distributed to the
infiltrators. Should your hard-earned
money go to the infiltrators? Do you
approve of this?" he added.

The Election Commission had taken
cognizance and directed BJP president JP

for his takes on where T20 cricket 1s going based on
the 2024 Indian Premier League (IPL) and for the fact
that he hasn't been among the wickets this season for

the Rajasthan Royals. Ashwin has said that he plays —

as more of a holding bowler for RR than a wicket-
taking one and that the latter seems to be becoming
increasingly urrelevant in the format. Ashwin had said
that technology used by sides seem to indicate that
taking wickets 1s becoming increasingly inferior to
containing runs. However, former India batter Virender
Sehwag has said that this only reflects Ashwin's mindset
and that a bowler who cannot take wickets won't find a
place 1in a team that he 1s coaching or mentoring. "All
his competitors - (Yuzvendra) Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav
or anyone else - are getting the wickets. He thinks if
he bowls off spin then anyone will hit him. Which 1s
why he bowls his carrom bowl, which 1s why he 1s not
getting any wickets. Maybe if he believes mn his off
spin or doosra, he can bag more wickets. But that's his
mindset," Sehwag said on Cricbuzz. Ashwin has taken
Just two wickets this season in eight matches and he
has mamtained an economy of nine thus far. "But if
I were a mentor or a coach of a franchise, I wouldn't
think like that. If my bowler 1s thinking about saving
runs and not taking wickets, he won't find a place in the
team." he added.

'"He may not get picked in the auction next year'

"Sometimes even when you bowl well, you go for
40 runs. Many teams these days use Al and technology
and what's emerged out of those 1s that wicket-taking
1s becoming 1rrelevant n T20 cricket. If you look at
this IPL wicket-taking is sometimes hampering certain
teams." Ashwin had said. Sehwag, however, compared
what the veteran spinner said to Lucknow Super Giants
captain KL Rahul stating last year the importance of a
batter's strike rate in T20 cricket 1s "overrated". "This 1s
the same as when KL Rahul had said that the strike rate
1s overrated. Same thing. He said 1t for batting. Ashwin
has said 1t for bowling that it doesn't matter if you get the
wickets. If his stats aren't good, then he may not even
get picked in the auction next year. When vou pick a
bowler, do you expect him to give away 25-30 runs or
do you expect him to give you wickets and become man
of the match twice or thrice?" said Sehwag.

dismissed a plea seeking to disqualify
Prime Minister Narendra Modi from
contestmg electlons for S1X years for

Supreme Court declines plea seeklng
postponement of CA exams due to Lok Sabha poIIs

i NEW DELHI :

The Supreme Courton Monday
declined a plea to reschedule
the Chartered Accountant (CA)
exams conducted by the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI), which coincides closely
with the Lok Sabha election
dates 1n several states. A bench,
headed by Chief Justice of India
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud.
stated that any alteration in the
exam schedule could significantly
disrupt the extensive preparations
already in place and could
potentially harm other students.
The exams are scheduled to be
held from May 2 to May 17, with
specific concerns raised about
the exam dates on May 8 and
May 14 due to proximate election
activities on May 7 and May 13.

Voting for the third phase
of the Lok Sabha elections will
begin on May 7. The first phase
took place on April 19 across
102 constituencies. The second
phase was held on April 26 1n 89
constituencies

"The scheduling of exams 1s a
matter of policy decisions. Despite
considering the importance of the
right to vote, the established
schedule avoids election dates,
and any adjustments now could
gravely prejudice the over 4

similar rehief

lakh students enrolled." said the

bench. also comprising justices

JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra.
Senior advocate Madhavi

Divan, representing some of

the CA aspirants, argued that
students from remote areas like
Kalahandi might face challenges
in appearing for exams scheduled
immediately after the election
days.

She proposed not a wholesale
postponement but suggested
providing an "opt-out" option
for students adversely affected
by the schedule or alternatively,
increasing the number of exam
centres.

"Students from regions
requiring extensive travel,
especially where public transport
1s affected by security measures
during elections. are at a
disadvantage. An opt-out option
or more centres could mitigate
this," Divan argued.

However, senior counsel

"Petitioner presupposes that there
1‘1’15 been a Vlohtmn of MCC ThlS 18

judgment by the Delhi high court

government had said that Muslims have

the first right on the country's assets."
Modl hacl sald

Nadda to ensure that all star campaigners
maintain highest level of discourse
expected from them.
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current arrangements do not
warrant judicial intervention. "The
ICAT has demonstrated a careful
balance of the exam schedule
with the electoral dates. This 1s
not a scenario that necessitates
our mterference." held the bench,
dismissing the appeal against a
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