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CBI not under control of Union of India,
Centre teIIs SC on West Bengal govt’s suit

Article 131 deals with the Supreme
Court’s original jurisdiction in a
dispute between the Centre and one
or more states.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre, told a
bench of Justices B R Gavai and
Sandeep Mehta that Article 131 of
the Constitution 1s “one of the most
sacred” jurisdiction conferred upon
the apex court and this provision can’t
be allowed to be misused and abused.

He said the cases referred to in the
state’s suit have not been filed by the
Union of India.

“The Union of India has not
registered any case. CBI has registered
it,” Mehta said, adding, “CBI 1s not
under the control of the Union of
India”. The hearing in the matter 1s
underway.

On November 16, 2018, the West
Bengal government withdrew the
“general consent” accorded to the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to conduct a probe or carry out raids
in the state.

®E NEW DELHI :

The CBI 1s not under the “control”
of the Union, the Centre on Thursday
told the Supreme Court while raising
preliminary objections on a lawsuit
filed by the West Bengal government
on the agency going ahead with its
probe in several cases without the
prerequisite nod from the state.

The West Bengal government has
filed an original suit in the apex court
against the Centre under Article 131 of
the Constitution, alleging that the CBI
has been filing FIRs and proceeding
with its investigation, despite the state
having withdrawn the general consent
to the federal agency to probe cases
within 1its territorial jurisdiction.
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R NEW DELHI :

The Delhi high court on Thursday
disposed of a plea seeking directions for
the Election Commission of India (ECI)
to formulate guidelines to curb the use of
deepfake technologies in political campaigns
for Lok Sabha polls, saying it cannot devise
a policy during elections.

It said the court’s direction at this stage
will be improper. “All of this 1s to be done
before the elections. At the 11th hour, courts
cannot mterfere. At this moment, 1t will not
be proper for the court to intervene with the
jurisdiction of the ECI.. Let us trust the ECL,”
a bench of Acting Chief Justice Manmohan
and Justice Manmeet PS Arora told senior
advocate Jayant Mehta, who represented the
petitioner Lawyers Voice.

The plea said deepfakes and the
dissemination of misinformation on social
media platforms and the internet during
elections threaten the foundation of a free
and fair election. It underlined that rapid
dissemination of deeptake content concerning
political leaders could allow third parties to
manipulate poll results.

The plea cited deepfake videos of Union
minister Amit Shah, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, and actors such as Ranveer Singh

and Amir Khan. It sought the taking down of
these videos for spreading misinformation.
Mehta said there was a gap in the
regulatory mechanism under the Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021,
which mandated social media intermediaries

to act on the complaints within 24 hours. He
added the period was too long. “They must
pro actively act to ensure that once a particular
video 1s deepfake...all those other URLs are
also blocked down,” Mehta said. He urged the
court to direct ECI to tighten the mechanism
and make 1t quicker.

The bench refused to accept Mehta’s
request, emphasising the mechanism was
appropriate and could not be made faster.
It added action could be taken against the
culprits. “You cannot reduce the time.
The mechanism that they have devised 1s
appropriate no. They cannot make 1t faster.

It cannot be shorter than 24 hours because
they [intermediaries]| say that we have got a
billion users.”

The bench said it was bound by the law.
“We cannot go beyond the law. Rules have
been framed.. what can we do?” It added
there was no technology to stop the creation
of deepfake, but those posting fake videos
could be acted against and their names put
in the public domain.

ECI’s lawyer told the bench that the videos
referred to in the plea have been taken down
and cases have been registered. He said that
the petitioner could send a representation to
ECI, which would be decided before Monday.

The court noted the statement and directed
the petitioner to file a representation while
asking ECI to decide it by May 6. “In the
event a comprehensive representation 1s
filed by the petitioner with the ECI, the
same shall be decided...the court directs the
petitioners to file a representation during
the course of the day. The ECI 1s directed to
decide the representation as expeditiously
as possible 1n view of the urgency. The
counsel for the ECI states that the ECI shall
decide it as expeditiously as possible on or
before Monday. Accordingly, the plea stands
disposed of.” the court said.

" Delhi L-G approves removal of 223 DCW contract staff says ‘Swati Maliwal appomted them without permlssmn

ENEW DELHI :

After Delhi Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena approved the removal of 223
contractual staff at the Delh1 Commission for
Women (DCW), deeming their employment
“irregular” and illegal”, the Department of
Women and Child Development (WCD)
sald their services will be discontinued with
“immediate effect”.

[ssuing an order on April 29, WCD
deputy director Navlendra Kumar Singh
said then chairperson of the DCW, Swati
Maliwal, had appointed the staff on contract
without the government’s permission and
against the rules. “Taking cognisance
of all these irregularities and 1illegalities
made by DCW, the Hon’ble Lieutenant
Govemor has approved the proposal of the
department (Delhi government’s Department
of Women and Child Development) that the
appomtments of contractual staff engaged in
DCW without having sanctioned posts and
without following due procedures 1s void-

ab-1nitio and the same cannot be allowed to
continue in DCW,” Singh said in the order.

“The approval of government is hereby
conveyed to DCW to discontinue service of
all contractual staff with immediate effect
who have been appointed by the DCW at any
point in time, by going beyond its delegated
powers and without following various
procedures laid down and 1n violation of
DCW Act/rules/regulations/guidelines
1ssued by Govt. of NCT of Delhi,” the order
read.

Singh said in his order the committee,
formed by Delhi Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena to look into the i1llegal appointments,
said in its report that 223 posts were
irregular, the procedure was not followed
and the approval of the LG had not been
taken. He said the enhancement of the
remuneration and allowances to the staff
of DCW was without adequate justification
and in violation of the laid down procedures
and guidelines.

The order stated the DCW “violated
the statutory provisions of DCW Act,
1994 and various standing instructions of
the Department of Finance & Planning
Department, GNCTD by creating 223 posts
and engaging staff without following the
due procedure”.

“No study was conducted to assess
the actual requirement of additional staff
and eligibility criteria for each post, no
administrative approval and expenditure
sanctioned was obtained from the GNCTD
for engaging suchmanpower and applications
for such posts were not formally invited, role
and responsibility for any of these posts were

not assigned and emoluments of some of the
incumbents which were decided at the time
of initial appointment, were enhanced very
sharply and arbitrarily,” the order said.

Reacting to this, former DCW chairperson
Swati Maliwal, who 1s now a Rajya Sabha
member, posted a message on X, saying the
LG has 1ssued a ‘Tughlaqi Farman’ (diktat)
to remove all the contract staff of DCW. In
her post in Hind1, Maliwal said the DCW has
a staff of 90 out of which only eight people
have been provided by the government, the
rest are on a three-month contract.

“If all the contract staff 1s removed, the
Women’s Commission will be locked. Why
are these people doing this? This institution
has been built with blood and sweat. Instead
of giving it staff and protection, you are
destroying it from its roots? I will not let
the Women’s Commission be closed as long
as I am alive. Put me 1n jail, don’t torture
women,” she added.

In 2020, a Delhi court framed charges

against Swat1 Maliwal, who was the DCW
chief then, for allegedly obtaining pecuniary
advantages for her and AAP acquaintances,
who were allegedly appointed to different
posts of the women’s body without following
the due process. The court observed that
appointments made in the DCW “clearly
reflect nepotism™.

Special Judge Dig Vinay Singh framed
charges under Section 120-B (punishment
for criminal conspiracy) and multiple
offences under the Prevention of Corruption
Act against Maliwal, and DCW members
Promila Gupta, Sarika Chaudhary, and
Farheen Malick.

Looking into the circumstances around
which three persons were recruited to the
posts of research assistant, media advocacy
officer, and personal assistant, the court
sald, “The manner in which these three
appointments were made 1n an opaque
manner and without advertisement of
vacancies, etc clearly reflects nepotism™.
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