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star shlnlng in Dubal
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ENEWDELHI :

S | sk bt - ] The Supreme Court on Friday

Supreme Court says it may consider interim bail
for Kejriwal considering polls, hearing on May 7

Kejriwal continued on the chief
minister's post, his wife Sunita

FT SURRISA]

B THANE :

Aryan Manoj Kanojia, a karate student studying
in St. John Baptist School, Thane, has become a
gold medal winner while leading the country in the
International Budokan Karate Competition. He 1s
being showered with accolades across the country for
his success. 828 competitors from 16 countries around
the world participated in the Dubai Badokan Cup
2024 International Karate Tournament held in Dubai.
Contestants from UAE. Japan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Kazakhstan, China, Japan, Nepal, Pakistan, Oman,
Philippines, Indonesia, Bhutan, UK and Australia
participated in this. Participating Aryan Manoj Kanojia,
a fourth standard student of St. John's School, who lives
in Chandanwadi division of Thane city, led India to a
gold medal under the tutelage of his coach Fraz Sir. He
1S showered Wlth pralse in Thane c1ty for hlS SUCCESS.

“Vlrat opens, Rohit bats at number three": Ajay Jadeja

B SPORTS :

Ahead of the T20
World Cup 2024, former
all-rounder Ajay Jadeja
wants Rohit Sharma
to bat at number three
and instead Virat Kohli
should open the innings
for India. The T20 World
Cup 2024 1s set to begin
in June in the USA and
the West Indies. India
announced their 15-man
squad for the T20 World
Cup and will begin
their campaign against
Ireland on June 5. "For
me, Virat Kohli opens.
Who goes back? Rohit
Sharma bats at three. He
gets a little cushion and

e, (&

gets to understand the
game, he has so much
going on, in his mind as
a captain," Jadeja told
Jio Cinema. "If you
have Virat in your side,
you know consistency
1s the one thing you will
get, so, might as well
use him. He's best at the

told the Enforcement Directorate
that 1t may consider the question
of interim bail for Arvind Kejriwal
because of elections. The top court
asked the ED counsel to come
prepared on this aspect when 1t
takes up the matter on Tuesday (May
7). “We may grant or we may not
grant. But we must be open to you
as neither side should be taken by
surprise,” a bench of Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta said,
alerting both sides to not assume
that the court will grant bail. It
asked the ED to come up with
possible conditions to be imposed
onKejriwal if interim bail 1s granted
to the Delhi chief minister. The
court also asked the ED to consider
whether Kejriwal should be signing
any files considering his position
as the chief minister. "Please also
take mstructions - we are not saying
anything (on whether bail will be
granted or not) - we would like
to consider grant of interim bail
because of electlons Dr Smgth

don't start w1th0ut even hearing
us - we may or may not grant. We
are going to hear you. We must
be open to you, because neither
side should be taken by surprise.
Second ... Because of the position
you (Kejriwal) hold, whether you
should be signing any files? We are
being open, do not assume anything
... Do not read anything into 1t! We
are not saying either way," Justice
Khanna said.

Arvind Kejriwal was arrested
on March 21 by the ED in a money
laundering case linked to Delhi's
now-scrapped excise policy. All
his bail pleas have been rejected
so far while the BJP has raised
demand for his resignation from
the chlef mlmsters post Whlle

Kejriwal participated in the Aam
Aadmi Party's campaigning for the
look Sabha election. On Friday,
the Delhi High Court dismissed
a plea challenging the arrest of
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 1n
a money laundering case stemming
from the excise policy scam, saying
it 1s not maintainable. The high court
said Kejriwal admittedly has the
means and wherewithal to approach
the court and file appropriate
proceedings. “This court 1s of the
view that the present writ petition
which effectively challenges the
arrest of the national convenor of
AAP ... 1s not maintainable as the
sald person 1s mn judicial custody in
pursuance to judicial orders, which
are not a subject matter of the present
petition. The petition conspicuously
fails to name the person though
the 1dentity 1s apparent due to the
references made to his political
standing/position,” a bench of acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and Justice
Manmeet PS Arora sald
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top and the powerplay
allows him to settle in,"
he added.

Ahead of the T20
World Cup 2024, Ajay
Jadeja also backed the
selection of all-rounder
Hardik Pandya who 1s
currently struggling with
his form. "The spotlight
1s on him for obvious
reasons. He's a special
player, a rare commodity
you find in our country
where somebody bowls
seam-up and can make
it to the side with his
batting." he said referring
to the furore caused by
his elevation to Mumbai
Indians captaincy

replacing Rohit. Pandya,
who 1s enduring a poor
run in the IPL 2024, will
be Rohit's deputy during
the T20 World Cup 2024
"The selection has not
been on form, there's no
doubt about it. It depends
on how you want to play.
It's one of the things I
look at this team and
think they don't have
many options.

"You have established
players in the side,
everybody 1s so solid
with the numbers that
they play at, and what
stage they play. It will
all depend on what Rohit
thinks." Jadeja said.

Can't stop ‘Rahul Gandhi’ or ‘Lalu Yadav’
from contesting polls: SC on namesake candidates

B NEWDELHI :

An individual cannot be asked
not to contest an election just
because they share their name with
a politician. the Supreme Court
observed on Friday. A three-judge
SC bench headed by Justice BR
Gavai, also comprising Justices
Satish Chandra Sharma and Sandeep
Mehta, made the remark even as 1t
dismissed a plea seeking directions
to the Election Commission of India
(ECI) to take “urgent steps™ to solve

the 1ssue of namesake candidates
in polls.

“If somebody is born as Rahul
Gandhi or Lalu Prasad Yadav,
how can they be prevented from
contesting elections? Would this
not affect their rights? If someone's
parents have given a similar name
(to a political leader), can it come
in their way of their right to fight
elections?” the bench asked advocate
VK Biju, who appeared for the
petitioner, Sabu Steephen

“You know what 1s the fate
of this case,” the judges told the
advocate and permitted him to
withdraw the plea.

In his plea, Steephen. the
petitioner, had described the practice
of fielding namesake candidates as
“wrong™ and an “old trick designed

to create confusion in the minds of
voters.” Such a practice, 1t stated,
must be curtailed ona “war-footing™
as “each and every vote has the power
to decide a candidate's future.” “The
confusion arising in such cases must
be replaced with clarity, and this can
be proper amendment, modifications
in the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961,” Steepehen contended.
He also expressed apprehension
that the namesake candidates may
not have knowledge and awareness
about the political and administrative
systems in India, and could bee
getting "sponsorships" from rival
political parties. He, however,
clarified that he was not claiming
that all independent candidates in a
poll, are “fake.”
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