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Ashoka University Student Government seeks boycott
of exchange programme with Tel Aviv University

New Delhi : Ashoka Uni-
versity’s student government
has urged the vice-chancellor
to end all academic and re-
search collaborations with Tel
Aviv University, citing the
Palestinian death toll of 34,596
in the ongoing Israeli war on
Gaza and recent student
protests around the world.

The group, which is an
elected body of the private uni-
versity in Haryana's Sonipat,
wrote to the vice-chancellor,

L e ke
TR L L
LS
s el nhad

Palestinian scholarly work”
and that the institution al-
legedly receives funding and
benefits from tie-ups with
weapons manufacturers and
Israeli intelligence agencies
suich as Shin Bet and Maossad.

The petition said that Tel
Aviv  University has a
responsibility to uphold the
principles of academic
freedom, social justice and
human rights. “By
maintaining ties with a

“Presently, Ashoka University
has research partnerships with
Tel Aviv University. With this
partner, Ashoka has ongoing
faculty visits for teaching, stu-
dent mobility (outbound and
inbound ), research collabora-
tion, short-term study oppor-
tunities, as well as joint
programmes’

The students’ petition also
listed out five issues with the
partnership and stated that Tel

serious ethical questions.
“The university’s collab-
oration with institutions in-
volved in human rights
violations undermines our
commitment to justice and
human rights. This includes
Tel Aviv's ties with Israeli
weapons manufacturers like
Elbit Systems. Professors
from Tel Aviv University
have been involved in draft-
ing the Israeli Occupation

doctrines that dictate mili-
tary operations,” the peti-
tion said.

The student government'’s
petition also mentioned the
Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement,

which calls for the boycott of

companies accused of being
complieit in the war on Gaza.

It further said that all
Palestinian universities had
been demolished by the Israell

university linked to systematic
human rights abuses, Ashoka
University 1s complicit In
these violations,”" it said,
adding that with the
international community
raising concerns over the war,
Ashoka University should
demonstrate its commitment
to ethical conduct and human
rights.

“Therefore, we call upon
Ashoka University to immedi-

Delhi High Court nixes PIL to stop
city school from charging fees for
providing AC in classrooms
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New Delhi : The Delhi High Court

recently dismissed a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) petition seeking a
direction that a private school should
not charge money for providing air
conditioning in classrooms.

Petitioner Manish Goel, whose child
was studying in the private school,
sought direction to the Delhi
Government's Directorate of Education
(DoE) to ensure that the school does
not charge Rs 2000 per month to
provide air conditioning in classrooms.

A division bench of Acting Chief
Justice Manmohan and Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora in its
May 2 order observed, "Having heard
the learned counsel for the parties, we
are of the considered opinion that the
present petition is not maintainable.
The Annexure P-2 filed with this
petition is the fee receipt issued by
Respondent No 5 School for the session
2023-24 and it duly records the entry
of charges for air-conditioner. There is
thus a presumption that the said
charges have been raised after
apprising the DoE of the fee and charge
schedule. In view of the admission of
the Petitioner that the facility of air
conditioning is being provided to the

R
L

providing air conditioning services to
the school children “has to be borne by
the parents as it is a facility provided
to the children and is no different from
the other charges such as lab fee and
smart class fee levied”.

While selecting schools, the bench
said, parents have to be mindful of the
facilities and the cost of the facilities
provided to their children. The bench
also said the ‘financial burden of
providing such facilities cannot be
fastened” on the school management
alone.

Goel’s counsel said the obligation to
provide an air-conditioning facility to
the students rests with the school
management and this facility should be
provided by the school from its funds
and resources. He stated the levy of this
charge on the students is contrary to
Rule 154 of Delhi School Education
Rules, 1973, adding that though the
availability of the facility is not denied
but the petitioner should not be
charged with the liability to pay the
cost.

Meanwhile, the DoE said the Delhi
sovernment is examining the issue.
The DoE also said some complaints
have been received and an Action

Aviv University's close ties
with the Israeli military and its
support for the occupation of
Palestinian territories raised

Force's
ethics, providing legal de-
fense to IOF members for
war crimes and drafting

(IOF) code of forces,

lan people

Tel Aviv University
“continue to exist to stifle con-
versation around the Palestin-
and to prevent

demic and

University,”

ately suspend all existing aca-
research
collaborations with Tel Aviv
the petition said.

levied by the school”.
The

students in the classrooms, prima facie,
there is no irregularity in the charge

bench added the cost for

Taken Report has been called for,
adding a show cause notice has heen
sent to the school over those
complaints.

Tree activists file a police complaint after 300-year-old tree axed at Santacruz

Mumbai : Following the ruthless
axing of a 300-year-old baobab tree for
Metro-2B work on April 27 in
Santacruz, tree enthusiasts organised a
peaceful protest outside Muktanand
Park on Sunday, only to have their plans
disrupted.

Angry members of The National
Saciety of the Friends of the Trees ( NS-
FOT ) opted to file a police complaint
against MMRDA and BMC at the
Santacruz police station, accusing them
of violating environmental protection
provisions.

Meanwhile, enthusiasts of baobabs
explored St John the Baptist Church in
the SEEPZ industrial area, which opens
only onece a year to the public and is
renowned for hosting 13 baobab trees
aged over 300 years. Another baobab
thrives within the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR)
compound, two at Byculla Zoo, and the
oldest, over 1,000 years old, stands
within the Bhabha Atomic Research
Colony (BARC ). Tree enthusiasts are
fervently advocating the conservation of

these botanical treasures.

NS-FOT had been pleading with the
authorities for years to safeguard the
300-year-old baobab tree in Santacruz.
“Despite assurances that it would be
protected, we were dismayed to discover
that on April 27 midnight, it was
ruthlessly cut down for Metro2b work
and all evidence of its existence erased,”
said Sakina Gadiwala, general secretary,

NS-FOT. Added Dr Arun Sawant,
president, NS-FOT, "We filed a
complaint at the police station. This is a
criminal act and an abuse of power.”
Sawant mentioned the case of a
similar baobab tree when Pedder Road
underwent expansion. Dr Homi Bhabha,
a Nature lover spearheaded the effort
with FOT, leading to the successful
transplantation of the tree in the TIFR

N

Advocate Godfrey Pimenta who visited the church premises on Sunday
said that he cherished his childhood memories of the area surrounding

the now-abandoned church. In the 1970s, the landscape within the SEEPZ
Complex was abundant with thousands of cashew, mango and baobab trees
with the occasional mahua,” he said. "My friends and I frequently ventured
there to gather cashews and mangoes. Devool Talao, now named Devool Lake,
was a tranquil spot where local women washed clothes while men fished.
Occasionally, film crews would shoot scenes amidst the church ruins. The
baobab tree fruits, when dried, have a powdery texture and tart flavour.”

complex at Colaba. Subsequently, four
additional baobab trees were propagated
from it. “Today, it stands proud and has
the best avenue of trees in Mumbai, "
said Sawant. “We could have helped save
the one in Santacruz too.”

Sawant also mentioned a baobab tree
in the BARC compound at Chembur,
which is reputed to be the oldest in
Mumbal, surpassing 1,000 years in age.
(The oldest baobab tree in India,
documented in Tamil Nadu, is estimated
to be 3,000 vears old ). Sawant explained
that tree age was verified through
annual ring formation and compression.
“We also compare them with similar

trees in other parts of the world where
records are available,” he said.

In the meantime, tree enthusiasts
explored St John the Baptist Church in
Andheri East, located in the SEEPZ area,
on Sunday. This historic church, dating
back 440 years, 18 home to 13 baobab
trees, which are only accessible to the
public once a year. The baobab trees,
with heights reaching up to 98 feet,
were brought to our shores by the
Portuguese from Madagascar. Andheri
alone boasts 13 of these remarkable
trees while botanists claim there are
around 200 more scattered from Navy
Nagar to Vasai Fort.
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