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Two Sisters From Bihar's Nalanda Break Glass
Ceiling To Make A Mark As National Rugby Players

Nalanda
sisters from Raghu Bigha

Two

village in Nalanda faced
taunts as they played
rugby. People mocked
them for wearing shorts.
But
father of Komal Kumari

Dharmendra Sao,

and Priyanshu Kumari,
who works as a daily
didn't
pay any heed to how

wage labourer,

people responded and
encouraged the girls to
their  passion.
of hard work
the
sisters make a name for

follow
Years
have helped two
themselves in national-
level rugby.

"People used to taunt
me for wearing shorts,
and I was mocked for
coming home at night,"

said Komal, 17, about the
struggle that she faced in
pursuing the sport. Not
only Komal; her sister,
Priyanshu, is now a
successful national-level
rugby player.

Family members of
the sisters said that the
villagers questioned them
for allowing girls to play
the sport. However, Sao
said he worked hard as a
daily wage labourer while
his wife, Pinki Devi, did
sewing, to ensure that
the girls could continue
to play the game. The
family comprises three
daughters and one son,
and all three daughters

play rugby.
Despite a limited
income, Sao said he

his
daughters from playing.

never

stopped

"People used to say it
wasn't right for daughters
to play sports, asking us
what they would achieve
by doing so. I would
reply to them that even if
nothing happens, at least
they would make a name
for themselves. 1 used
whatever little 1 earned
from my labour to ensure
that the girls could play,"
said Sao.

"Today, my daughters

play rugby at the national
level alongside junior
My

takes pride in this. I

players. family
haven't actually seen my
daughters play on the
field yet, but both of them
have won gold medals
for Bihar. My only dream
is to fulfil their dreams,"
he added.

Komal, a Class 12
student, began playing
rugby in  November
2023 and prior to that
she had participated in

Kho Kho too.
her
education teacher who

It was
school's  physical
encouraged her to take up
rugby. Initially, Komal
was apprehensive about
tackles and injuries,
but consistent practice
boosted her confidence.

Komal won a gold

medal in the Under-17

category at the 68th
National School Games
in Patna in @ 2024.
Subsequently, she

secured gold medals at
the 2025 Gwalior Open
Games and the Junior
National Rugby 7s in
She  further
proved her talent by
the

category in
(2026),

Assam.

winning gold in
Under-15

Odisha silver

medals in the Asmita
Rugby League and the
69th School
Games, and a bronze
medal in the Under-18

category atthe Hyderabad

National

Junior National Rugby
Championship.

"I have won gold
at the
National Games in junior-

multiple times

level rugby. Initially, I
was afraid to play, but
once we started, I enjoyed
it. We didn't look back
and are now competing
at the national level. In
the beginning, people in
our neighbourhood used
to mock my father, but
my parents, grandfather,
and the entire family

supported  us, said

Komal.

Inspired by her elder
sister, the younger one,
a 9th-grade
student, also became a

Priyanshu,

rugby player. Watching
her elder sister and other
seniors practice on the
field inspired Priyanshu
to make rugby her dream
as well. Initially, she too
was sceptical, but after
of
hard work, she became

about six months
confident about the game.
Priyanshu demonstrated
her talent early on by
winning a gold medal at
the 68th National School
Games in 2024. She also
won a gold medal in the
Under-15 category at the
10th Sub-Junior National
Rugby 7s Championship
held in Odisha in 2025.

she
secured a silver medal
at the Asmita National
Rugby tournament and
the
Junior National Rugby
School Games in Odisha
in 2026.

"l won gold in my

Subsequently,

another silver at

very first game. I have
won two gold medals and
one bronze medal. My
dream is to play for India.
I want to see myself in
the India jersey," said
Priyanshu Kumari, the

junior national rugby
player.
Following their

success at the national
level, the sisters now
dream of representing
India on the international

stage.

Kapil Dev Questions India’s
Missed Chance After Sri Lanka Draw

Hyderabad : Former
India captain Kapil Dev
has questioned India’s
inability to force a result
in the second Test against
Sri Lanka, saying a team
that enforces the follow-
on should ideally finish
the job.

“If you give the
should

win the match,” Kapil

follow-on, you
said while speaking at a
private programme here
on Saturday, reflecting
on India's drawn second
Test in Colombo which
concluded on Thursday.

Kapil, however,
acknowledged that
India  played good

cricket but felt the team
needed to raise its level
further,

with  the

particularly
World Test

Championship  (WTC)
points at stake.

“To stay on top
of the World Test
Championship table, we
have to win every match,”
he

importance of converting

said, stressing the
dominant positions into
victories.

India had appeared
firmly in control after
declaring at 503/9 and
bowling Sri Lanka out
for 290, securing a first-
innings lead of 213 runs.

Captain Shubman Gill
then enforced the follow-
on, hoping his bowlers
could complete a series
sweep.

But Sri Lanka
produced a remarkable
resistance in their second
innings, finishing on
429/9 in 154 overs to
secure a draw. Sonal
Dinusha was at the
heart of the fightback,
remaining unbeaten on
133 and batting deep into
the final day.

The draw  meant
India won the two-Test
series 1-0, having already
defeated Sri Lanka by 165
runs in the opening Test
at Galle. But the missed
opportunity in Colombo
cost India valuable WTC
points, leaving the team
fifth
with a points percentage
of 51.52.And one Sri
Lankan batsman emerged

in the standings

as the defining figure of

the series.

Dinusha — India's
Unlikely Nemesis

Sonal Dinusha

produced an extraordinary
of
against India. He scored
100 and 84 in the two
innings of the first Test at
Galle, followed by 103 in
Sri Lanka's first innings in

sequence innings

Colombo and an unbeaten
133 in the second innings.
That gives him 420 runs
in four innings, including
three centuries, against
India in the series.

His unbeaten 133 in
the second innings was
particularly  significant.
Sri Lanka were forced
to follow on and were
still fighting for survival,
but Dinusha, supported
by the
frustrated India's bowlers

lower order,

for session after session.
inability to
claim the final wickets

India's

despite having reduced Sri
Lanka to 229/6 ultimately
turned what looked like
a straightforward victory
into one of the most
remarkable draws of the
series.

Isle of Man Cricketer
Breaks 94-Year-old Record

Hyderabad : Joanne
Hicks
history at the age of 51

has scripted
in international cricket.
He became the oldest
cricketer, male or female,
to take a five-wicket haul
in an international fixture.
She achieved the unique
playing
for Isle of Man against

record while

Greece in the Women’s
Continental Cup in
She clocked

bowling figures of 5/10

Romania.

from her four overs to
lead the team to a nine-
wicket win.

Hicks took a five-
wicket haul at the age of
51 years and 171 days and
became the first bowler
to claim a five-for after
turning 50. Hicks picked

of Lydia
Sofia-Nefeli

the wickets
Katsimari,

Georgota, Aggeliki-
loanna  Argyropoulou,
Theodora Parisi-

Mesimeri and Alekcandra

Kourkoulou. Four out
of the five wickets came
either via bowled or
LBW.

Thanks to her spell,
Isle of Man bundled out
Greece for just 52 in 15
overs. Argyropoulou
was the highest scorer
for Greece with 17 runs.
Georgina Ford supported
Hicks, taking two wickets
for nine runs. Isle of Man
completed the chase in
Libby

Moore remained unbeaten

just six overs.

on 24 while Grace Cottier

amassed 19 runs. Hicks
was adjudged Player of
the Match.

Hicks break 94-year-

old record

With the performance,
she broke a record
that stood since 1932.
Australia’s Bert
Ironmonger was  the

oldest bowler to take
a five-wicket haul in
international cricket
The

spinner achieved the feat

earlier. left-arm
against South Africa in
1932 at 49 years and 314
days.

Ironmonger took
5/6 and 6/18 in the Test
and played knocks of 36
and 45. His contribution
played a key role in
the
match by an innings and

Australia  winning

72 runs.

India Ships Petrol to Russia
Amid Deepening Fuel Supply Crunch

New Delhi : India has
emerged as a key supplier
of gasoline (petrol) to
Russia amid a surge in
fuel
triggered by Ukrainian

Russian imports

drone attacks on

of Russia's imported
gasoline in August arrived
on sanctioned tonnage,
Vortexa said.
"All

gasoline cargoes Russia

India-origin

imported in August were

Sitharaman Meets US Business
Invites Investment

Leaders,

Washington
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman met business
leaders in the US in sectors
ranging from agriculture
to artificial intelligence
them to

and invited

in India

and hospitality sector

enters a new phase of

growth. Sitharaman
highlighted India’s
improving  connectivity
and infrastructure,

which is opening up new

refineries, ship tracking carried on sanctioned explore opportunities in tourism and commercial
data showed. i fleets and involved India as a hub for global ‘ destinations, with tier-1I
Russia's seaborne material for making fuels domestic production.  dark ship-to-ship ~ operations. unmanned systems and The discussions also and tier-III cities emerging
gasoline imports surged to  like petrol and diesel. This has triggered a fuel (STS) transfers in the Sitharaman met next-generation defence covered  opportunities as important centres of
a record around 125,000 India's purchases of supply crunch that has Mediterranean," it said. Brandon  Tseng, co- technologies, including for India to serve as a economic activity and
barrels per day (kbd) in Russian crude oil hit a forced Moscow to import Overall, around 40 per founder and president R&D, technology global hub for ADM’s travel.
August, equivalent to a record high as the conflict petroleum products while cent of Russia's August of Shield AI; Mark S development, co- operations, including The finance minister
projected 470,000 tonnes in the Gulf squeezes continuing to impose gasoline imports moved Hoplamazian, president development and co- exports, technology and suggested exploring
for the month, as repeated  supply from other sources. restrictions on fuel sales via ship-to-ship transfers, and CEO of Hyatt; and production. treasury functions, with opportunities for talent
attacks on its refineries India imported more than across the country. with  the  majority LucaZaramella, executive The discussions with GIFT IFSC offering development through
disrupted domestic fuel 2.6 million barrels per day India, Turkey, and conducted in the dark, vice presidentand COOof Patolawala covered potential opportunities for the National Institute of
production,  according of Russian crude in June Morocco supplied with vessels switching Mondelez International, ADM’s  long-standing international financial and Hospitality and GIFT City
to energy analytics firm andJuly, up fromalow of gasoline to Russia in off their  automatic in Chicago on Friday. commitment to India and treasury operations. as a potential financing
Vortexa. 1 million bpd in February August, as  Moscow identification system The finance minister significant opportunities The discussions and treasury hub for
Indian refiners and accounting for more grappled with a growing (AIS) signals. also met Monish to deepen its engagement with Lawande covered Hyatt’s growing India
supplied as much as 1 than half of the country's mismatch between While gasoline Patolawala,  executive across agriculture, food, Visteon’s strong  operations.
million barrels of gasoline ~ crude imports. domestic fuel supply and imports have surged, vice president and CFO of nutrition, technology and confidence in India’s The discussions
in the last two months, It's likely that fuel demand. Russian diesel exports Archer Daniels Midland sustainable value chains.  growth prospects and its with Zaramella covered
trade sources said. The exported to Russia may Russia ~ in July remain severely (ADM); and  Sachin Sitharaman welcomed expanding role as a key Mondelez International’s
supplies essentially came have been made from extended its full export constrained by the export Lawande, president ADM’s investments market and technology strong and  growing
from Vadinar refinery Russian crude. ban on gasoline for both ban, refinery damage and CEO of Visteon in  India, including hub for the company. presence in India,
in Gujarat, operated by Russia, one of the producers and non- and disruptions at fuel Corporation. its  growing  farmer The discussions with continued  investments
Nayara Energy, which is largest crude exporters, producers throughtheend terminals. Vortexa said The discussions with partnerships, engagement Hoplamazian covered in manufacturing and
half-owned by Russia's has to import gasoline ofJanuary 2027.Its diesel 32 attacks were carried Tseng focused on Shield with Farmer Producer Hyatt’s continued infrastructure, and
Rosneft. Since 2022, after Ukrainian drone export ban was extended out on Russian refineries Al’s engagement with Organisations and commitment to India and opportunities to further
India has pivoted towards attacks on its energy through September 1, during July and August, India and opportunities establishment of its opportunities to further expand its production,
Russia to meet a bulk infrastructure led to up 2026. Around 55 per cent, roughly one every other to deepen cooperation in global technology and Al expand its presence as sourcing, services and
of its crude oil -- raw to a 70 per cent drop in or about 260,000 tonnes, day. Al-enabled  autonomy, capabilities in Bengaluru. the country’s tourism export footprint.
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